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To 


THE PEOPLE OF OLDHAM. 


Bolt-court, 12, Feb., 1834. 
My Frienps, 

Beinc very desirous that you should 
clearly understand that which I think, 
and that which I intend to do, relating 
to the established church, and also that 
you should possess as full information 
as lam able to give you with re to 
what will be proposed in Parliament, | 
address this letter to you. 

The nature of an established church ; 
that is to say, the reasons for such an 
establishment; the grounds on which 
such an establishment must rest, if it 
have any thing at all to rest upon, are 
these. Firet, that it is, from its very 
constitution, a provision made for that 
part of the community which has not 
the means of providing religious teach- 














4 rs for themselves; and, seconp, that 
E- it takes care that religion be taught to 
on the far greater part of the whole of the 


community. When men to sub- 
mit themselves to laws, and to 

the right of the strongest, they agreed, 
of course, that there should be proprie- 
torship of the land and the things 
proceeding from the land. ey could 
not do otherwise than understand this 
to make part of the agreement. But, 
at the same time, they never could have 
given their consent to a compact which 
should necessarily expose the far greater 
part of them to perish with h , or 
to wander about destitute of religious 
teaching, while the comparatively few, 
Who were in possession of the land and 
the,houses, should have a superabun- 
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dance of all the necessaries of life, and 
of all the means of moral and religious 
instruction. From the laws of Mosss, 
downwards, provision for the relief of 
the destitute, and for religious instruc- 
tion, always made part of the laws of 
every civil community. When the 
Christian religion came, the momenta 
religious society was formed, there com- 
menced a contribution in gome shape or 
another for the maintenance of the 
priesthood, and for the relief of the 
poor; these two never being, in any 
‘case, separated from oue another. The 
religion, indeed, seems always to have 
been a something rather proceeding out 
of the latter, than the latter proceeding 
out of that; and it is very curious, that 
the order of pgacons was established 
by the apostles for the express purpose 
of managing the affairs of the poor, 
and of attending at the tables at which 
they were fed. 

The Christian religion, then, is not 
an affair of preaching, or prating, or 
ranting, but of taking care of the bodies 
as well as of the souls of the people; 
not an affair of belief and of faith and 
of professions, but an affair of doing 
good, and especially to those who are in 
want; not an affair of fire and brim- 
stone, but an affair of bacon and bread, 
beer and a bed. 

The laws of England, ecclesiastical, 
civil, and municipal, took care that this 
matter was tly man It took 
care that there should be religious in- 
struction provided for the people; and 
it took care, that this should be pro- 
vided by those who held the land and 
the houses; the proprietorshipofeach was 
charged with the expense of making this 
provision. Therefore, the churches and 
the tithes belonged to the whole of the 
people, and full as much to those who 
had no land and houses, as to those who 
had land and houses; and these are the 
property of the whole of the people 
now. 


Therefore, you 








pareiee that, if j | ; 
{People call for an abolition of tithes, ie: 
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call for giving up to the proprietors of 
the land and the houses, that which 
‘the law has allotted to the whole people, 
and to the poor especially, as their only 

atrimony. I, once before, observed, 
as Ishall now, that, for this matter to 
be rightly understood, the church- 
wardens of some parish must go,ona 


Sunday morning at the time for going | 


into church, and prevent by force, t/ 
mecessury, all those who do not yield 
tithes or church-vates, to come into the 


church. This would bring the question | 


to issue in a plain common-sense shape. 
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churchyard to be buried in. This ney 
application of the property has, jy 
time, produced all that we now hep 
and behold relative to the church, 
When I first read the History of Eng. 
land, | was very much astonished to 
perceive, that, in all the contests be. 
tween the kings and the pope, that js 
to say, between the kings and the 
clergy, the common people were always 
on the side of the latter. My Protestant 
education made me indignant at this ; 
but, since l have obtained more infor. 





mation on the subject, I can see very 


The churchwardens would say to a poor; good reasons for the conduct of the 
man, who has neither land nor house,|common people in these eases. The 
and who pays no rates, “* You have no | truth is, that the clergy were trustees for 
*“ right to enter here: the church and|them; andthe kings were always en- 
“‘ churchyard belong to those who yield ‘deavouring to get something from both, 
‘the tithes and pay the churcherates; | At last came the “ Reformation,” as it 


“and as you neither yield the former 
* nor pay the latter, you have no right 


“to enter here.” This would bring the | 
thing to a point; the people would | 


plead tradition and custom; and they 
might further plead the law; but, be- 
fore they could clearly establish their 


right, they must go back to the origin 
of the church and the tithes, and then 


is called; and then the aristocracy took 
the abbey lands, and the much larger 
part of the tithes to themselves, and 
gave the rest to a married clergy. For 
about twenty years, they pretended 


still to give relief to the destitute out of 


the property that they had taken; they 
then ceased to give any relief at all; 
and, after a long and bloody struggle, 


they would find, that both belonged to 
them, and to no proprietor whatsoever, 
and that they never did belong to any | rates and church-rates. 


or series of struggles of one sort or an- 
other, the aristocracy resorted to poor- 





proprietor. But, now, a new state of things has 
But, they would find that the tithes|arisen. ‘This Protestant church was es 
were not established solely for the pur- tablished by law; but law was no 
pose of providing religious instruction ;| enough to knit the people to it. From 
but also for the purpose of providing mere habit; and, indeed, from the dread 
for the wants of the destitute ; and they/of persecution for many years, they 
would find that they were so provided| pretty generally adhered to it; but, it 
for out of the tithes, until after that | having become totally separated from 
epoch which is called the “ Keforma- | its main object and main business, the 
tion.” After that the tithes were providing for the wants of the destitute, 
taken by the clergy of this new church, | it gradually ceased to be a point 0 
and by the aristocracy, under the name) which the people would rally. They 
of lay-impropriators, and applied solely | saw that they were no longer sharers ia 
to their own uses; anda tax was laid| the tithes; and, therefore, they look 
upon proprietors at large, to make pro-|a great deal more to the poor-rates than 
vision for the destitute, and to keep the they did to the church: the poor-ratts 


churches in repair; and hence came! were their compensation for the loss of 
r-rates and church-rates. The thing 


their patri ; elegwus 
was thus totally changed as to the a teclihtien, thas <— — began = 
perty of the church and the poor; and | think, that they could provide better for 
all remained to the latter were the| themselves, the church having nothiog 
( of the church, and the mere ser-! at al] belonging to it in the way of 
ice performed by the minister, and the! power, or even of doctrine and disci” 
Se. 
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pline, except that which had been |the ground that I have stated; but the 
reated by act of Parliament. church-people object to them, also, 
Hence people separated from the | upon the ground that they have been 
hurch ; hence all the different religious diverted from their original purpose; 


| 










ng ects which we behold; and now, be-/and also, that they are taken by men 
to ides the universal feeling, that the | who do nothing in the way of furnish- 


ithes are of no use to any body but the! ing religious instruction, They come- 
ithe-owners, who took them away | plain, in fact, that they have no church; 
rom the people in the manner that we|that the tithes are applied to quite 
ave seen, there are the objections of|other purposes. ‘They complain, be- 
he dissenters to coutribute towards the) sides, that they are a Ainderance to ime 
aintenance of a religion which they | provement in agricudiure, in which ree 








Mt ot only do not profess, but which they | spect [ totally disagree with them; and 
ry xpress their disapprobation of, and/|I have, in many instances, endeavoured 


rom which they have dissented ac-|to elicit the facts and arguments, upon 
ordingly. If the churchwardens of a, which is founded this accusation against 
parish were to acton a Sunday morn-|the payment of tithes. Before I go 





i ing, as above supposed, the complaint of | further, it will be best to insert here, for 
h, the dissenters would be of a different! your perusal, first, the complaints of 





escription from that of the poor of the | the pissenrers; and, next, the com- 
parish, who chose to go to church ; or/ plaints of the Caurca-rcopie. The first 
rather, that conduct in the churchward-/| is a paper put forth by the ‘‘ Committee 
ens would fully warrant the complaint|of Protestant dissenters,” who hold 
which the dissenters now make. Their | their meetings at No. 16, Bedford-row, 





d complaint is this; that they are com-| London; and the second is a petition 
af pelled to yield tithes, and pay church-| from the inhabitants of the parish ia 
y rates for the maintenance of religious | which I myself was born, and in which 
F teachers, and for the carrying on of the | petition the complaints of the church- 
affairs of a religion from which they| people are set forth in the citing ofa 
: dissent, and of which they disapprove. | case, the facts of which are indubitable, 
, It is very difficult to find an answer to and the bare statement of which must 
them, if you contend, that the esta-|make every man say, This shameful 
blishment is for the purpose of religious | abuse ought no longer to exist. 


instruction. If, indeed, you say; 





' ‘ These tithes are a parcel of property ; 

“they are held by certain persons who} COMPLAINTS OF DISSENTERS. 
“ hold them accordiiig to law, and those ; . 

| “ who hold the property are to have it ;| BRIEF s! AD, oY OS Sere OF 
; “ Jet the religion of the people be what chsh apa rae ; 

) 


“it may:” if you say this, then the|The Committee of Deputies of the 
unswer is, that the law ought to be al- Three Denominations of Dissenters, 
tered; but, if you contend, that the Presbyterian, Independent, and Bap- 
establishment is for the purpose of giv- tist; with Deputations from the ge- 
ing religious instruction to the peuple,| eral body of Ministers, from the 
then you must allow, that those who Protestant Society fur the protection 
receive no such instruction, and can re-| of Religious Liberty, and from the 
ceive no such instruction, and who pro-| United Secession Presbytery of Lon- 
vide religious instruction for themselves; doa ; having formed themselves into 
you must allow, that they havea good| a “ United Committee to consider 
and well-founded objection to yield| “ the Grievances under which Dis- 


tithes, or to pay church-rates. “ senters now labour, with a view to 
_Thisisthe question now; andthisques-| ‘“ their Redress”; think it 
tion must be decided befure a very long| to state the present legal a of 





time shall have passed over our heads.| Protestant Dissenters, some 
The dissenters object to the tithes on} the Reasons and Principles on: 


H@ 
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ie of 
which — 
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the Committee recommend united 
applications to the legislature for 
relief. 
Religious liberty has been brought to 
its present favourable state by the slow, 
but certain, advancement of society in 
knowledge, truth, and justice. And the 
removal of penal statutes affecting reli- 
gion, from the code of our country, will 
show the extent of those improvements 
which have been successively effected 
by liberal and enlightened policy. 
Nonconformity had its origin in the 
principles maintained and acted upon at 
the Reformation; principles of the 
highest importance to the true prospe- 
rity of states, and the legitimate inte- 
rests of religion. These principles re- 
spect the sole and exclusive sufficiency 
of the Holy Scriptures, the right of all 
men to judge fur themselves in the in- 
terpretation and use of that Divine 
standard, and the correlative right to 
act according to their judgment in mat- 
ters of religion, so long as its exercise 
interferes not with the right of others. 
As such rights do not originate in hu- 


man laws, no human laws can justly 
abridge them. 

The exertion of political power for 
the suppression of error, or the esta- 
blishment of truth, is presumptuous and 


unjust. To the exercise of this power 
there are no definable limits; and it 
invariably secuiarizes every form of 
Christianity with which it is associated. 

Whenever the authority of law is 
brought to bear on the promotion or 
the suppression of theological opinions 
and plans of ecclesiastical polity, it 
must operate injuriously, whether by 
rewards or penalties. One religious 
denomination is unjustly exalted, while 
the members of other denominations, 
equally entitled to the esteem and con- 
fidence of their fellow-subjects, are 
unjustly depressed. 

A deep impression felt by the com- 
mittee has impelled them thus to state 
their principles on this primary ground 
of religious nonconformity. They have 
specific grievances of which to com- 
plain, and the early removal of which 
they anticipate on the ground of iin- 
partial justice; but they feel that it 
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would be a violation of their duty, dig 
they not express their conscientioys 
objection to the alliance of any eccle. 
siastical systems with the civil power, 
and their conviction, that all religious 
denominations should be left to their 
own resources and arrangements. 

Having recorded their deliberate and 
solemn testimony, they leave the de. 
cision of the great question to the pro- 
gress of events and the determination of 
an enlightened legislature, under the 
providence of the Most High. 

The committee now proceed to state 
the practical grievances, which directly 
press on Protestant dissenters and re- 
quire immediate redress. 

1. The want of a legal registration 
of births, marriages, and deaths, 
without submitting to religious 
rites to which they conscientiously 
object.—The validity given to the 
parochial registers, while those of 
dissenters are rejected, has created 
invidious distinctions, and subject- 
ed the whole dissenting body to 
great inconvenience, and in some 
cases to positive wrong. As all 
registrations of baptism are defec- 
tive, not being evidence of the time 
of birth, and as many hundred con- 
gregations of nonconformists do 
not practise infant baptism, and 
consequently eannot avail them- 
selves, even of a baptismal regis- 
ter, some comprehensive measure 
of acivil, and not religious cha- 
racter, is absolutely necessary to 
place all the subjects of the em- 
pire upon a footing of just equality, 
and to furnish an efficient regis- 
tration of births, marriages, and 
deaths, for the whole community. 

Compulsory conformity to the 
rites and ceremonies of the esta- 
blished church ‘in the celebration 
of marriage—The committee con- 
sider the demand of such con- 
formity an interference with na- 
tural and social rights, and a direct 
violation of liberty of conscience, 
aggravated in cases where the doc- 
trines as well as the polity and 
discipline of the church are groands 
of nonconformity. If marriage 











be regarded as merely a civil con- 
tract, they deem it expedient that 
the legislature should adopt pro- 
per means to establish the forma- 
tion of the civil contract before a 
civil officer and competent wit- 
nesses, with an efficient registra- 
tion. If it be a religious contract, 
then they claim that their own mi- 
nisters should be allowed to so- 
lemnize it. If it be both civil and 
religious, they contend that the 
civil contract should be according 
to the civil form to be established 
by the legislature, and that the 
religious exercises should he left to 
the parties concerned. The very 
right for which the committee now 
contend, has been long exercised 
by dissenters in Scotland and Ire- 
land, and even in this country by the 
Society of Friends. 


. The denial to dissenters of the 


right of burial, by their own mi- 
nisters, according to their own 
forms in parochial cemeteries. — 
This grievance has been removed 
by Pariiament in Ireland, and no 
difficulty has occurred in the ope- 
ration of the measure. The com- 
mittee, therefore, see no reason why 
similar relief should not be extend- 
ed to English dissenters. 


. The exclusion of Protestant dis- 


senters from the privileges of the 
Universities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge-—The committee regard it 
as an unrighteous restriction, that 
dissenters are prevented from en- 
joying the full benefit of education 
at those seats of learning unless 
they become members of the es- 
tablished charch. Is it right that 
the dissenter, whatever his intelli- 
gence or fortune, should be com- 
pelled to seek in the universi- 
ties of the sister kingdoms or fo- 
reign lands, those literary advan- 
tages which are denied him at 
home? The pressure of this evil 
is aggravated by the want of a 
charter to the London Univergfty, 
With authority to bestow the ho- 
nours and distinctions which Oxford 


and Cambridge confer, 
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5. The liability of dissenters to the 
payment of church-rates, and other 
ecclesiastical demands.—Against 
such exactions the committee pro- 
test, as at once inexpedient and 
unjust. They perceive no reason 
why similar imposts should be 
abolished in Ireland, and continued 
in England. Is it reasonable, on 
any principle of justice or of 
policy, that those who cannot 
conscientiously worship at the 
altars of the established church, 
should be compelled to contribute 
to her expenditure? 1s not this as 
degrading to her supporters, as it 
is unrighteous to those who dissent 
from her claims? Is not the dig- 
nity of religion best consulted, when 
its professors render voluntary ho- 
mage to its priaciples, and present 
free-will offerings for its support ? 

Such is the case which the committee 
present to the consideration of their 
friends throughoat the country, that 
measures may be adopted for effective 
co-operation in bringing the claims of 
dissenters before the attention of the 
legislature. Convinced that their cause 
is founded on truth and justice, they 
are assured, from the loyalty and pa- 
triotism of dissenters, that no means 
will be employed by them for the ac- 
complishment of their object, but such 
as are in accordance with the principles 
of the British constitution, and the hal- 
lowed dictates of Christianity. 

In conclusion, the committee respect- 
fully recommend to the various classes 
of dissenters, the formation of associa- 
tions in the eve towns and dis- 
tricts of the kingdom, and the imme- 
diate adoption of resolutions and peti- 
tions in support of their claims. The 
also suggest, that while, in their app 
cations to Parliament they firmly, but 
temperately, avow their principles, they 
limit the prayer of the petitions to the 
redress of practical grievances, 


ROBERT WINTER, 
Secretary- 
14, Bedford-row, London, 
4. Jan., 1834. 
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Signed, on behalf of the committee, 
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With regard to the registration of 
births, marriages, and deaths, the mat- 
ter is not of so much importance ; 
it is not so direct an attack upon the es- 
tablishment ; but, the admission. of dis- 
senting ministers to perform the burial- 
service after their own manner, in 
charchyards of the establishment, 
must, of necessity, tend to the pulling 
down of the church. Lam not saying 
that it is an evil that it tends towards ; 
I am not saying that it is wrong to per- 
mit this; but am merely pointing out 
to'you the natural effect of it. Next 
comes a claim to the privileges of the 
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. 
Very proper, perhaps; but, certainly, 
nother great blow at the establish- 
ent. 

But, it is the complaint in number 5 
that is the sweeper. Thisis a com- 
plaint against a grievance, which, if re- 
dressed, at once puts an end to the 
church, as an establishment. ‘The pay- 
ment of church-rates, and * other eccle- 
siastical demands," certainly includes the 
tithes ; for the tithes are “ ecclesiastical 


demands” of much longer standing than 


church-rates are. However, suppose 
that we stop at church-rates. That de- 
cides the question ; for, does any one 
believe, that every man will not become 
a dissenter, except he have some imme- 
diate interest connected with the esta- 
blishment ? Does any one believe that 
every man will not become a dissenter, 
- if, by that means. he can ensure an ex- 
emption from this tax? Those who 
have an interest in upholding things as 
they are, may continue to pay the tax. 
If-church-rates be abolished upon the 
principle here laid down, there is no 
argument in the world to justify the 
continuation of tithes. The dissenters 
Say, thet it is not reconcilable to any 
ptinciples of justice, or of policy, “ that 
** those who cannot conscientiously wor- 
“ship at the altars of the established 
“ church, should be compelled to con- 
“tribute to her expenditure.” ‘This 
applies ‘to tithes as well as to church- 
rates; aud, if the church yield in the 
one case, it must yield in the other. 
The dissenters say, in conclusion, 
that “while they thas set» forth anid 
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“avow their principles, they will limi 
‘their prayers to Parliament, to the 
‘* redress of practical grievances,” That 
is to say, if their words have any mean. 
ing to the abolition of tithes and charch- 
rates altogether; and they may be as. 
sured, that they will obtain the whole 
with much more ease than they will ob- 
tain a part; because men do not like 
to grant, to an application which is dis. 
guised, that which they would willing! 

grant to an open avowal of the full ex. 
tent of the wishes and objects of those 
who make the application. If a pro- 
position be made to abolish the church- 
rates, and, if that proposition be agreed 
to, with what consistency are the same 
persons to refuse the abolition of tithes, 
the tithes being so much more heavy 
a charge than the church-rates, and 
both resting upon one and the same 
foundation; namely, the necessity of 
them to the religious instruction of the 
people. 


COMPLAINTS OF THE CHURCH- 
PEOPLE, 


To the Honourable the Commons of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in Parlia- 
ment assembled. 


The bumble Petition of the under- 
signed Inhabitants of the Parish 
of Farnham, in the County of 
Surrey, and its vicinity : 

SHOWETH, 

l. That your petitioners, firmly be- 
lieving that the most important inte- 
rests in the kingdom are intimately con- 
nected with the prosperity of agricul- 
ture, and that whatever may be pract- 
cally detrimental to the agriculturist 
inust be so to the community at large, 
are grateful to your honourable House 
for the intention it has manifested of 
pulting an end for ever to the system of 
tithes, which, by operating as a cH 
to the free cutlay of capital in the im- 
provement of the soil, has contracted the 
demand for labour, deterioratedthe con 
dition of the agricultural labourer; and 
greatly diminished the wealth and Te : 
sources of the country, - =. 

2. That your petitioner ) 
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to your honourable House, that, by re- 
quiring the value of tithes to be ascer- 
tained by an average oftheannualamount 
for the last seven years, and by limiting 
any alteration to be made by the valuer 
to a maximum of ten per cent., as pro- 
posed by the bill now before your ho- 
nourable House, much hardship and in- 
| justice will, in some cases, be com- 
mitted ; for, whilst tithes have, in many 
instances, and especially by the clergy, 
been collected or compounded for with 
great moderation and ata great sacrifice 
| of income, they have by the lay-impro- 

riator been exacted to the utmost limit 
allowed by law, and in many instances 
even beyond that limit, from the fear of 
expensive legal proceedings; and that 
whilst such average would in the one 
case operate as a penalty upon the mo- 
deration of the tithe-owner, to the pre- 
judice both of him and his successors, 
it would, in the other, be giving a@ pre- 
mium to extortiun, to the injury of the 
tithe-payers and their representatives for 
ever, who, thereby burdened with the 
payment of a far larger proportion of 
the produce than their neighbours, must 
ever cultivate their property ata dis- 
advantage. 

3. Your petitioners therefore pray 
that this portion of the bill may be 
amended, and that your honourable 
House will take such measures as to 
your wisdom shall seem most advisable, 
to secure a fair and equal valuation 
throughout the kingdom, for the purpose 
of effecting an cguitable commutation of 
tithes, that none may be burdened more 
heavily than others. 

4. Your petitioners beg further to 
represent to your honourable House, 
that, firmly attached, from a sense of its 
inestiuiable value and imporiance to 
the established church, they have long 
viewed with regret, that, in consequence 
of the manner in which the property of 
the church has, in many instances, and 
especially in this neighbourhood, Leen 
dwwerted from its original and appro- 
priate destination, the clergy of the es- 
tablished church are to exist on 
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their value for the benefit of impropria- 
tors, who, either non-resident, or consi- 
dering them as their private and pecu- 
liar property, devote no portion of them 
to those purposes of charity and bene- 
vulence for which thy were originally 
designed ; and in confirmation of this 
assertion, they beg to call the attention 
of your honourable House to the fol- 
lowing statement. 

5. The parish of Farnham isan im- 
propriate rectory, held for lives under 
the Archdeacon of Surrey, with a vica- 
rage endowed with the small tithes. 
The value of the rectorial and vicarial 
tithes amounts to at least 2,000/. per 
annum. Zhe vicur has never resided, 
and the duties of a parish comprising a 
population vf 6,000, and paying so 
enormous an amount in tithes, are con- 
fided toa stipendiary curate, with a sa- 
lary of only 100/. a year; whilst not @ 
farthing is reserved by the lease from 
the archdeacon for church or charitable 
purposes, 

6. The adjoining parishes of Bentley 
(in Hants), containing a population of 
about 800, is also an im propriate rectory, 
held by lease for lives under the Arche 
deacon of Surrey, without an endowed 
vicarage, but with a chapelry. The 
tithes are now taken in kind, but have 
been let for 1,000/. per annum, out of 
which the curate receives 281. per 
annum only. 

7. The adjoining parishes of Frensham 
and Elstead are also impropriate rec- 
tories, held by one lease from the Arch- 
deacon of Surrey, without an endowed 
vicarage, but with a chapelry in each, 
The tithes are worth nearly 1,000/ per 
annum, out of which a stipend of 6ol. 
only is reserved for the curate of 
Frensham, and 20/. for the curate of 
Elstead, though the population of both 
parishes is near 2,000. 

8. The adjoining parish of Aldershott, 
containing a population of nearly 700, 
is another impropriate rectory without 
an endowed vicarage, but with a 

held under the master and 
brethren of the hospital of Saint Cross, 






chapelry, 
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‘a stipend for the curate 15/. per annum 
only. 
9. The adjoining parish of Seal cum 
Tongham, containing a population of 
about 400, is another impropriate rec- 
tory, held under the Archdeacon of 
Surrey, by lease for lives, without an en- 
dowed vicarage, but with a chapelry. 
The tithes produce about 350/. per 
annum, out of which is reserved as a 
stipend for the curate 25/. a year 
only. 
10. From this statement, your ho- 
nourable House will perceive, that 
-~whilea sum of upwards of 5,000/. per 
annum has been /evied on the industry 
- and capital of your petitioners, not one 
twentieth part thereof has been devoted 
to the maintenance and support of the 
offices of religion; and in these and si- 
milar instances throughout the kingdom, 
though the tithes have tncreased in 
many parishes ten and twenty-fold on 
their value at the time of the original im- 
propriation the sum reserved by lease for 
the maintenance of the clergyman has 
remained invariably without augmenta- 
11. Your petitioners therefore 
“humbly pray your honourable House to 
remedy the injustice thus done to your 
petitioners by the insufficient mainten- 
ance afforded to their respective clergy- 
men, and in all such cases of impropria- 
tion to provide for the proper mainten- 
‘ance and support of the clergy of the 
established church, either by compelling 
ecclesiastical bodies to reserve in their 
feases to the respective impropriators 
‘such an annual sum as shall bear the 
same proportion to the actual value of the 
tithes received by the impropriator as the 
sum now paid bore to the actual value of 
the tithes at the time such sums were 
originally fixed, or by such other just 
and ¢quitable arrangement as to the 
wisdom of your honourable House shall 
seem fit. 
And your petitioners, 


as in dut 
bound, will ever pray. ’ 
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Now, here is a district, partly in 
Surrey, and partly in Hampshire, being, 
though the form is singular, probably, 
forty or fifty miles in circumference. 
The parishes are all contiguous, and 
the parish of Farnuam nearly the 
centre of the whole. I dissent, andl 
dissent with great respect, from the 
able writer of this petition ; 1 dissent 
only from the opinion expressed in the 
first paragraph of the petition ; namely, 
that “ tithes operate as a check to the 
“free outlay of capitalin the improve 
“ ment of the soil, contract the demand 
“for labour, deteriorate the condition of 
“ the agricultural labourer, and greatly 
“ diminish the wealth and the resources 
“ of the country.” If the writer of the 
petition had qualified this statement, 5° 
as to make it apply to cases like that 
which he has stated in the petition ; 
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if he had extended it to the whole king- 
dom, in its present condition with regard 
to tithes, I should have said that his 
opinion might be correct ; but, his opi- 
nion extends to the very nature of 
tithes, and says, “ that in their very 
essence they contain these effects.” If 
this be their nature, they must, in all 
ages, have produced similar effects; and, 
having existed for about a thousand 
years, they must, by this time, have 
made England as barren as the rock of 
GipraLtar. Now, it is notorious, that 
for the twenty-two years, during the war, 
we heard of nothing but the “ vast tm- 
‘provements in the cultivation of the 
“land,” in the breeding of cattle, and 
in the growing uf wool. Can we have 
already forgotten the sheep-shearings, 
the boasts about the number of new in- 
closure bills ? can we have forgotten the 
comparatively recent introduction of the 
turnip husbandry ; the extension of the 
drill ausbandry ; dibbling of wheat, &c. ? 
Yet, all this ‘* improvement” took 
place, and all these commons and 
downs were broken up, and the tithe 
system existed all the while. I believe, 
that England was better cultivated, and 
produced more, in the reign of Henry 
the Seventh, than at the present day; I 
believe that it greatly declined in pro- 
duce after the ** Reformation” ; that it 
was carried to a very high pitch, during 
the last war, is certain, and the main 
cause of which I could easily point out ; 
that it has been gradually declining ever 
sinceis equally certain, and the causes 
are as evident: but, at any rate, it is 
quite certain that tithes existed all the 
while; and it is, therefore, equally cer- 
tain that the existence of tithes does not 
hinder the improvement of the soil, and 
Produce - those other consequences, 
mentioned in the first raph of this 
petition from Farnaam. If, indeed, the 
demand for tithes become, from any 
circumstance, uncertain in amount; if 
the demand depend upon caprice ; if 
there be no sure and certain standard ; 
then the uncertainty may operate in the 
manner stated in this petition; but, 
What can be more sure than the taking 
ofa tenth of thecrop?. It be in- 
Convenient in some cases; but I do not 
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see that inconvenience ; and I am ready 


to their proper purposes, they would na- 
turally have a tendency precisely the 
contrary of that which is stated in this 
petition. If, indeed, the amount of 
them ; if they become objects of bargain 
und sale, or of lease; if they become 
matter of mere money to be taken from 
the cultivator, and the money to be 
taken away, and expended in London, 
at Baru, at CueLTeNsAM, or at 
Bricutron, or perhaps, at Parts or at 
Rome ; then they are, perhaps, a little 
more mischievous to the cultivator, 
than their amount inrent; but, if taken 
to the parsonage barn; if there con- 
sumed or applied by the incumbent, 
living on the spot, I can conceive no- 
thing more likely to contribute towards 
the good cultivation of the land, and 
the good condition of the labouring 
people. I am sure that the writer of 
this petition, if he be any thing ap- 
proaching my age, will recollect that 
the hop-poles at Farnam are five feet 
shorter than they used to be on an 
average ; and the cause is explained in 
a moment when you look at the situa- 
tion of the land on which the hops 
grow; but the system of tithes existed 
formerly as well as now; and;-there- 
fore, the shortening of the poles cannot 
be ascribed to the existence of tithes, 
The complainants have nowa lay-im- 
propriator to deal with; so they had 
then; and they have always had a lay- 
impropriator to deal with, since the 
reign of Henry the Eighth. 

Thus far experience speaks with re- 
gard to this opinion, that tithes are an 
impediment to the good cultivation of 
the soil. There are plenty of arguments, 
founded on the nature of the case itself, 
to prove, thatthis is a futile objection 


other objections, indeed, and very solid 
ones, too ; and, it is doing injury to the 
cause of those who wish De evil <— 
put an end to, to urge this allegation 
with regard to the good 

the soil, The other argu 
amply furnished in the facta of this 
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petitioners allege, and very truly, that 
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to contend, that, if tithes were applied. 


to the continuance of tithes. There are . 


petition. In the fourth paragraph, the 
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the tithes have been diverted from their 
original and appropriate destination ; that 
they are not applied to those purposes 
of charity and benevolence for which 
they were originally designed ; that, 
while the tithes are exacted to the ut- 
most extent of their value, for the be- 
nefit of persons who render no clerical 
services to the parishes, and consider 
the tithes as their private and peculiar 
property, those clergymen who actually 
do the work of the churches, are re- 
duced to a seanty and insufficient 
stipend ; and, they might have added, 
to a state of poverty actually approach- 
ing beggary. Having stated this, they 
proceed to give a string of instances to 
prove the truth of their statement ; and, 
if the House, to whom this petition was 
addressed last session, do not redress 
this grievance, then I shall say, that the 
reform of the Parliament has been of no 
use whateyer to the peuple. 

I pray you, my friends, to read with 
attention the paragraphs from five to 
eleven, inclusive ; and, particularly, the 
table at the end. Here are seven pa- 


rishes with an average income of seven 


hundred and eleven pounds each. The 
two parishes of Sean and Toneuam, 
which were iniquitously moulded into 
one, after the Rvformation, have, each 
of them, an increase of a hundred and 
seventy-five pounds a year. Even 
these parishes afford a sufficient in- 
come for a constantly resident minis- 
ter; and, if it were practicable to re- 
form the church in this respect; if it 
were practicable to have a“ Rerorma- 
tion ” No, ‘rwo, I am not quite certain 
that it would be wise to make an 
EQUALIZATION in the amount of livings ; 
though I am quite certain that it would 
be wise, as well as just, to break the 
wnions that were so unjustly made ; and 
for purposes so selfish on the part of the 
aristocracy, and so injurious to the 

le. Here are two unions in this 
short list; and there are only five liv- 


ings, there are seven distinct 
mac ‘his was the work of the 

“Rerormation” No. oxe ; 
and the act by which this new church 
was established was not put into opera- 
tien, before anvther act was passed to 
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mould, in numerous cases, two or more 
parishes into one, for the purpose of 
maintaining the minister; it being al- 
leged, that the people were too poor; 
that is to say, that the parishes did not 
yield enough for the maintenance of 
minister. Under the favour of this 
iniquitous act, the two parishes of Frey- 
saam and Exsreap were united, though 
the revenue of each is worth five hun- 
dred pounds a year. There was quite 
enough to maintain a minister in the 
parishes of Seacand of Toncuam ; for, 
observe, if the nominal sum was less, 
the value of the money was twenty 
times greater. And, now, how is it? 
The parishes were united because they 
yielded too little to afford a sufficiency 
for the maintenance of a _ minister. 
Stop, now! Here is a pretty good an- 
swer, then, to ajl those who pretend, 
that England came to be a greater 
country after it got rid of the Roman 
Catholic religion! The parishes of 
Seat and of Toncaam ; the one on the 
south side and the other on the north 
side of the chalk ridge, called the 
Hog’s-back, in the county of Surrey, 
were able to build churches, keep them 
repaired, and to maintain each its priest, 
in Roman Catholic times; but, when 
Protestantism approached, the two pa- 
rishes, on account of their poverty, were 
moulded into one. 

But, what was the object of this 
moulding? It was partly to save the 
expense of maintaining two churches 
instead of one; and, at the same time, 
to get a sufficiency to maintain the mi 
nister in proper style. Now, mark, how 
this nation has been daped and abused. 
There is a church at Faensmam, and 8 
church at Evsreap, a church at Seat, 
and a church at Tonenam, to this day; 
and only mark how well the ministers 
have been provided for by these unions: 
Out of a thousand pounds a year the 
two ministers for Frensaan and Et- 
STEAD get eighty pounds between them; 
and the two ministers for Tonesam 
Seat get, out of three hundred | 
fifty pounds, twelve pounds ten shillings 
@ year each, while the minister for At 
DeERSHOTT, out of siz hundred and fifty 


pounds 2 year, gets fifteen ; and while 
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the minister, at Bentxey, out of a thou- 
sand a year, gets fifiy! Here are seven 
parishes, containing a population of 
nine thousand nine handred persons, 
situated in one patch of country, all 
contiguous to one another, and being 
in circumference probably forty miles, 
having no resident inchmbent at all, 
yielding five thousand pounds a year 
in tithes ; that is to say, more than ten 
shillings per annum for every soul ex- 
isting in those parishes; and here are 
seven miserabie curates, receiving, alto- 
gether, two hundred and forty-eight 
pounds a year; that is to say, the minis- 
ters of these parishes receive, on an 
average, thirty-five pounds eight shil- 
lings and seveu-pence a year, each ; 
that is to say, three pound eleven and 
threepence a year /ess than I pay to a 
ploughman, within two miles of the 
outside of one of those parishes. 

Nor is this at alla rare case. We 
heard the other day of twenty-three pa- 
rishes in Somersetshire, all lying toge- 
ther,in which there was not one single 
resident incumbent! At Sroxce-vron- 
Trenr in Staffordshire, something still 
more odious, if possible, than this; 
there the churches have absolutely been 
put up to auction and sold. It is im- 
possible that this state of things can be 
suffered to exist. It has gone on till it 
can go on no longer: the people see, 
that the tithes are applied to no pur- 
poses beneficial to them: they see that 
they are totally perver:ed from their ori- 
ginal destination ; they see them create 
and set op magistrates all over the 
country ; all the ancient usages and 
customs belonging to tithes are gone ; 
they view them as an unreasonable and 
unjust demand ; they no longer see in 
them any thing that they ought to have 
respect for; they view themas amongst 
the causes that produce their misery in 
Spite of their frugality and industry ; 
and with one voice they call aloud for 
them to be put an end to. 

_ When I, in my Mancauesrer proposi- 
tions, the total abolition o 
tithes and church-rates, leaving the 
clergy in possession of the parsonage- 
houses, the ancient glebes, the churches, 
and the churchyards, I said that I verily 
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believed that such a change. would be 
beneficial to those who did the work of 
the church. 1 was very much abused 
for my proposition ; but look at the si- 
‘uation of the working clergy of these 
seven parishes. Are the parsonage- 
housesand glebes of those parishes worth 
ess than two hundred and forty-eight 
pounds a year? Are they worth éess 
than thirty-five pounds a year each? 
No: they are, doubtless, werth a great 
deal more ; bat, if the minister were 
left to the justice of his parishioners ; to 
their free-will offerings, he would be 
well off, in addition to his glebes and 
his parsonage-houses. He would not 
be a justice of the peace; but he would 
be a priest: there would be nothing 
good produced in his parish of which he 
would not have a share; and, if this 
were done, at once, and without any 
wrangling about the matter, the 
churches would again be crowded, 
and the meeting-houses empty. 

It is curious to observe who it is that 
are the lay-impropriators here, Of six 
of the parishes the Archdeacon of Surrey 
is the lay-impropriater ; and he lets out, 
by lease for lives, to others ; and of the 
seventh parish, the lay-impropriators 
are the masters and brethren of St. 
Cross Hospital, at Wuincnester. 
Now, who are this Archdeacon of Sur- 
rey, and this master of St. Cross ? 
They are two PEERS ; and let us have 
apeepatthem. ‘Ihe Arncapgacon oF 
Surrey is Lord Wavtsineuam, whose 
name is Taomas De Grey, who is a 
prebendary of Wincarsrer, Rector of 
Catnourne, in Hampshire, Rector of 
Faw ey, to which is joined the parish 
of Exsunen, and he is also Rector of 
Meuron, besides being a Chaplain in 
Ordinary to his Majesty. A _ pretty 
heavy weight fora man to have upon 
his shoulders. The care of the souls 
of the people of four parishes, a part of 
the care of the souls of the whole dio- 
cess, with some portion, at least, of the 
spiritual concerns of his Majesty; be- 
sides taking care of the rents of his 
impropria‘e parishes of Farnaam, Bent 
cey, Fasnsuam, Exstreap, Tonenam, 
and Seat. And who is the Mastemof 
Sr. Cross, taking in the parish of Sr. 
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Farrag, in the neighbourhood of Wry- 
cuester, and having this impropriate 
rectory of the parish of Atperssorr? 
It is the Eart. of Guitvrorp, who is 
rector of the two parishes of Oup AL- 
nesForp and New ALRresForpD, to 
which is hooked on the parish of Mep- 
steaD; who is also the rector of Sr. 
Mary's, Soursamrron, to which is 
joined, as a precinct, the parish of 
Sovrn Sronesam! And, how came 
these two peers to be thus loaded with 
cares, greater than any common mor- 
tal could stand under? Why, the first 
married a daughter of the late Dr. 
Norra, Bishop of WincHester ; and 
the last is a son of that bishop. 

That is the “ church of England as by 
law established ”; and that is the church 
which now has to uphold itself against 
all the talents, all the indefatigable 
industry, all the reasoning, and all 
the just claims of dissenters, more 
numerous than the church-people them- 
selves. The people of Farnuam ob- 
serve, that while the tithes have in- 
creased in value, from ten to twenty- 
fold, since the time of making these 
livings impropriate, the sum reserved 
by lease for the maintenance of the 
clergyman has remained invariably with- 
out augmentation. Now, observe, mo- 
ney was worth twenty times as much at 
that time as it is now; therefore, the 
allowance to the clergyman at ALDERs- 
HOTT Ought to have been twenty times 
fifteen pounds a year, instead of the 
fifteen pounds which he gets. At 
Farnam, you see the stipend to the 
clergyman ought to be twenty hundred 
pounds a year, instead of a hundred a 
year, and so on with the rest; and now, 
observe, while this Archdeacon of Surrey 
and this Master of St. Cross have been 
reserving only these pittances for the 
working clergy of these seven parishes, 
the people have sixteen hundred thou- 
Sand pounds taken out of the taxes 
raised on them, to be given “ for the 
relief of the poor clergy of the church 
“ef England.” Now, what I ask is, 
will a reformed Parliament suffer this to 
exist > Do you wish it to exist 
an hour jonger? No! Send your peti- 
tions, then, to be presented to the House 
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to pray that it may no longer exist ; for 
if you be SILENT, let me tell you, ang : 
let me tell the whole country, that that 
is precisely what is wanted by those 
who wish for the continuation of abuses, 
It is my duty to represent these abuses 
to the House; and it is your duty to 
give me your’express authority to do it, 

The people of Farnaam have always 
been a church-going people, influenced 
doubtless, in some degree, by having 
the palace of a bishop looking over 
their town. They, therefore, pray the 
House to remedy this grievance, by com- 
pelling impropriators to give the work- 
ing clergy stipends proportioned to 
those which were reserved for them 
when the tithes became impropriate. 
Alas ! we are much too far gone for any 
remedy of this sort to be applied, 
There is no remedy but that of abolish- 
ing the tithes altogether. What I could 
wish, indeed, if 1 could have my wish, 
would be to see the whole of the tithes 
which have been taken from the church, 
restored to it, and administered as they 
formerly were; a certain portion given 
fur the maintenance of a constantly re- 
sident minister, and the rest going in . 
aid of the poor-rates. I would take 
away every plurality, without one single 
reservation, as unjust, iniquitous, as 
having been wickedly introduced, and 
as being a violation of the laws of God. 
lf this were to be done, and residence 
enforced as strictly as the attendance of 
a soldier is enforced on parade ; and if 
the bishops were to cease to be politi 
cians and were compelled to reside as 
constantly as their priests, and upon 
moderate incomes, the church would 
revive and be a real blessing to the 
country. But there are too many and 
too powerful interests at work to pre- 
vent this; it is a thing, therefore, not 
to be expected ; not within the compass 
of probability; and the church will 
come tumbling down under its ow? 
weight. 

Never, however, shall the tithes be 
abolished, or in any way appropriat 
by the Government by my consent, for 
the purpose of being given to the fund- 
holders, which is the direct tendency of 





all the schemes that I have hithert0 
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heard of, I have never proposed an 


abolition of the tithes unaccompanied 
by a proposition for getting rid of the 
debt; or, at least, greatly reducing it ; 
and these two things never shall be se- 
parated by me. 

I beg you to think seriously of this 
whole matter. 
discussion very shortly ; and on the de- 
cision of it, will greatly depend the 
situation of the country for many years 
to come. 

I am, 
your faithful friend, 
and most obedient servant, 
Wa. COBBETT. 





MY LIFE, 


Jusr two years ago, said, that I did 
not think I should continue to publish 
THE ReGisTeR ABOVE TWO OR THREE 
YEARS LONGER ; and that I would pretty 
speedily set about publishing rae His- 
TORY OF MY OWN Lire. With regard 
to the former, 1 think I shall bring it 
to a close on my birth-day of 1535, if I 
should live so long, that birth-day being 
on the 9. of March. For I have always 
been determined that this light, which 
has shined so strongly, if not so brightly, 
should never go out twinkling down in 
the socket. The last Register that I 
write, or attempt to write, shall, if 1 am 
myself a judge of the matter, be written 
as well as the first; and then, let the 
world show, if it can, a man who has, 
for so many years, and so unremittingly, 
performed such a task. 

With regard to the latter; that is to 
say, The History of my Life, the writing 
of it at all depended, at the time when | 
spoke of it, upon a contingency ; name- 
ly, whether I should become a Member 
of Parliament or not. If I had not so 
become, I would not have written the 
history of my life; my chief object in 
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“‘ ment, as exemplified in the History 
“of the Life of Witttam Conpert, 
‘* Member for O.paam”’; and, I intend 
that the frontispiece to the book shall 
represent me, first in a smock-frock, 
driving the rooks from the corn; and, 
in the lower compartment of the picture, 


It must come under|standing in the House of Commons, 


addressing the Speaker. 

Now, this is no nasty, despicable af- 
fectation or vanity. ‘There is nothing of 
this sort that can add one jot to my in- 
fluence in the world, or to that sort of 
approbation which | prize. For myself, 
| care not a straw about the matter. . It 
is by my Grammars, my Paper against 
Gold, and by my other writings, that I 
must be remembered. Plastered stuff, 
put upon canvass, or mortar moulded 
up together to look like a man: I des- 
pise these from the bottom of my heart. 
I see Cannina’s effigy, he who told the 
House of Commons that, in times A 
distress, it was useful to set the peop 
to work to build palaces! Forgetting, 
(the jack-ass!) that the people were to 
be paid for building palaces out of those 
taxes which they had paid, and the pay- 
ing of which had produced their dis- 
tress. | see Cannino’s effigy every 
time I go to the House of Commons: 
that is enough for me, in this way. Ila 
short, I hold all this humbug and cheatery 
in most profound contempt. But, that 
which L intend to do, in this case, is 
due, not to me, but to the race of 
English labouring people, amongst 
whom I was horn and bred. It has been 
the study of my whole life to prevent 
them from being abased, and, to endea- 
vour to raise them when beaten down 
below their just level; and such shall 
be my endeavour, in this, probably, 
amongst the last, if not the last, literary 
effort of my life. 

The plan of the intended publication 
is, according to my present view of the 
watter, as follows: to publish the first 


Writing it, or, at least, one of my chief| number on the riust or Ocroser or 


objects, being to assert the natural 
rights of the working people; to assert 
the superiority which nature frequently 
&ives them over birth, title, and wealth. 
1 shall entitle my book, “ The 


“of a Ploughboy to a seat in Parlia- 


November next; to make each number 
contain four sheets of paper, or, ninety- 
six pages of print; and, to publish one 
print or plate or engraving, or what- 
ever it may be called, in each number; 
and, making the price of each number 
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(which, observe, is to have ninety-six 

es of print) OnE sarLuine, Four 
numbers will make a volume; and | 
shall, if I can, bring the whole into 
three volumes. I cannot be sure of this, 
of course, because it is impossible for 
me to tell, at present, what space wil! 
be required for my matter. 

Before this history begins, I shall have 
closed thatof my BIG ** SOVEREIGN,” 
George the Fourth, during whose regen- 
ey and reign, 1 acied a no very inconsi- 
derable part on the theatre of politics. 
But, really, wheu I look back at it, much 
the most wonderful events of my life; 
muchthe most ex/raordinary things, took 

lace before I ever dreamed of meddling 
with what are called politics ; aye, and 
much the most edifying, too. It was) 
while the smock-frock was upon my 
back that that stuff was formed, both 
bodily and mental, which has since been 
at work, in one way or other, to produce 
so much effect in the world. SirJames 
Scaaverr once, in the Court of King’s 
Bench, having, apparently, nothing else 
to talk about, took occasion to speak of 
“this man’s extraordinary career,” 
Bless him! he knew very little of that 
career! It was an “ extraordinary" 
man: by-the-by, when extraordinary is 
applied in this manner, it means this: 
** this is a cursed bad fellow, but I may 
as well not say so.” An extraordinary 
man, indeed, Sir James; but, as far as 
my observation and experience have 
gone, a ten thousand times more extra- 
ordinary boy. Heddekashun, indeed ! 
the history of my boyish days cries out 
** fool”! to every one who is a hedde- 
hashun-mon, er. 

However, here is enough in the way 
of notification. If I live, I shall fulfil 
my intention, and I shall dedicate my 
book to the rLoucnpoys or Encuanp, 
bidding them to be sober, industrious, 
early rising, merciful to the horses and 
oxen; to be obedient to their masters 
in all their lawful commands; and ex- 
horting them to perish, if necessary, 
rather than live upon poraroEs, ware, 
AND SALT. 





MY HOUSE AT WESTMINSTER. 


Bolt-court, Feb. 13, 1834, 


I wanr to let this house, which is as 
good and as pleasant a one as any jy 
London. It is, in every respect, fit for 
a gentleman of great fortune to live in; 
and I put it, last year, into perfect re. 
pair; so that it wants not a penny to 
be laid out upon it, It is numbered 2), 
in Crown-stRexeT, having the Alien. 
office on the one side of it, and the 
office of the Judge-Advocate-General on 
the other; having, on the other side,a 
door opening into the park, and wiu- 


dows in every room on this side of the 


house, looking acruss the parade and 
over the Mall, and having in the back 
ground of the view the lofty columa 
standing in Watertoo - place; but 
which, being as yet without any inscrip- 
tion, has merely the rumoured reputa- 
tion of having been raised to immortal- 
ize the military renown of his late 
Royal Highness the Duke of York. In 
point.of security, this house is equal to 
any one that existed in the golden days 
of Aurrep; for it has a police-station 
in its rear, and a sentinel constantly 
walking in its front, What, then, can 
induce me to prefer this stifled-up hole 
at Bolt-court tothe house, the merits of 
which I have just been attempting a very 
feeble description? Why, in the first place, 
| have the Foreign Office, the Colonial 
Office, the Admiralty, and even the 
Treasury in my view ; and, though | 
thought my heart steeled against tempta- 
tion, I, alas! too often detect my eyes 
directing themselves towards those cap- 
tivating buildings ! 

“Who quits a scene where strong tempt 

tions try, 
se _ since tis hard to conquer, learns © 
y. 

But, besides this, it is very well 
known that the best pastorals have been 
written in smoky garrets; and the 
birds sing better, and sing louder, 4 
more, and stronger, in a cage, than they 
do when at Jarge. To these reasons 
might add another or two ; but as these 
are guite sufficient, 1 will not trouble 
the reader with any more, but come 3 


once toa particular account of the thing: 
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he rooms are spacious and lofty, the 
re-places free from smoke, the house 
ound and clean and good from the 
{tom tothe top. The lease is for six 
ears from last Christmas, the rent one 
undred pounds a year, the premium 
prty pounds. Besides this, whoever 
akes the house, must take the fixtures 
t the price which | gave for them, 
hich is about seventy or eighty pounds, 
ith about fourteen pounds addition, 
hich I have made to the fixtures; 
hen there is the carpeting all new, and 
itted to the rooms and the stairs; a 
lock and another article or two, which 
ust go with the houseand the fixtures ; 
nd I pronounce this to be the cheapest 
house in London, in proportion to its 
ize, its goodness, andconvenience, Ap- 
lication may be made at the house 
iself, or to me by letter, directed to 
oct Court. Possession may be had 
t any time, upon notice of only one 
week. Every one tells me that the 
ouse is surprisingly cheap; and that I 
bught to sell the lease. Su I will for 
what I gave for it; but, having never 
been a trafficker in any thing else, I 
vill not be a trafficker in a house. 



























SCOTCH POOR-LAWS. 


Wira very great respect to all those 
embers of the Parliament who may 
liffer from me with regard to the poor- 
aws, I do beseech them and urge them 
o read the letter that I shall subjoin to 
his. ‘'hey will perceive that the author 
$a man of considerable literary ability ; 
hey will perceive that he is a Scotchman, 
iving in Scotland ; and canassurethem, 
nd probably nvany of them well know it, 
hat he is a gentleman of high reputa- 
ion throughout the part of Scotland in 
which he lives. Look, then, at the pic- 
ure which he gives of the sud effects ; 
ndeed, the horrible effects of a want of 
ficient poor-laws in Scotland. He 
lows to air all the assertions of those 
ho quote Scotland as a happy instance 
of the absence of poor-laws. I wish 
Fentlemen to read this letter with great 
ttention. It will convince'them that 
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all the scheming for the purpose of 
getting rid of poor-laws, is a great deal 
worse than folly; and that the sooner 
we extend the poor-laws of England to 
Scotland and Iveland, the sooner the 
whole kingdom is likely to be in a 
happy state. At any rate, this letter 
from Scotland, and from under such a 
hand, is an answer to all that has been 
said about the happy effects of the ab- 
sence of poor-laws in Scotland; and I 
do hope, that we shall no longer see 
men impudent enough to call upon us 
to chip away the poor-laws of England, 
under pretence of making the labourers 
of England as moral and as happy as 
the labourers of Scotland are. 





TO 
Mr. Wintiam Cosnerr, M.P. 


Annan, 10. Feb., 1834. 


Sir,—Certain remarks on the subject 
of “ poor-Laws,” attributed to Mr. 
Hume, and recently published in the 
newspapers, induce me to trouble you 
with this letter. 

You have already said, in answer to 
Mr. Hume, that ‘here are poor-laws in 
Scotland. My purpose is, first, to state, 
with the utmost brevity, what the nae 


ture of these laws is, and then to make | 


a few remarks, with the intention of 
showing what appear to me to be the 
defects in them. 

In Scotland, then, a sett/ement is ace 
quired by three years’ continuous resi- 
dence in any parish; the individual 
claiming it being, during no part of that 
period, a proper object of parochial re- 
lief. The settlement of a legitimate 
child, who has not, by residence as just 
described, acquired one for himself, is 
in the parish of his father: the settle- 
ment of an illegitimate child, under si- 
milar circumstances, in the parish of his 
mother. Ms 

Only the “ aged, lame, and impotent, 
or, to use the words of the old statute, 
‘“ Sik as necessairlie mon be susteined by 
almes,” are entitled to parochial relief- 
Thus an able-bodied labourer or arti~ 
san, though he may have siz, eight, or 
even fen children dependent on him for 
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support, and though his clear earnings 
may not amount to five shillings per 
week ; nay, though he may be out of 
employment altogether, has no right to 
parochial relief by the law of Scot- 
Jand. 

The sums necessary for the relief of 
the ‘“‘ aged, lame, and impotent,” in 
each parish where the law has been 
brought into operation, are payable, one 
half by the keritors, that is, the owners, 
and the other half by the occupiers of 
lands and houses. ‘To raise these sums, 
assessments are imposed, from time to 
time, at meetings called for the purpose 
by the heritors and kirk-session, which 
latter body consists of the parish minis- 
ter, and three, four, five or six elders, 
who are generally eithc# heritors or oc- 
cupiers within the parish. These bodies, 
moreover, possess the power, not only of 
imposing the assessments, but of deciding 
upon the claims of each applicant for 
relief: in other words, the individuals, 
who have the money to pay, are made 
the judges, whether any ought to be 
paid or not; and, if it ought, to what 
amount. And, by the law as now inter- 
preted (for it was not so originally), 
neither our justices of the peace, nor 
our sheriffs, are entitled to interfere 
with their decisions; against which, 
consequently, there is no redress, but 
through the medium of our supreme 
civil court—the Court of Session. 

In Scotland, a man, who is not him- 
self an heritor, cannot calculate, with 
certainty, upon remaining in the parish 
of his settlement. On the contrary, he 
may be banished from that parish at 
any term of Whitsuntide, by the simple 
operation of removing him from his 
dwelling, which can be done by law in 
the most summary manner, and refusing 
to let him another. The instances in 
which this has been done, are nume- 
rous; and the reason for it generally is, 
either that the victim is verging to- 
wards poverty, whence there is a desire 
to throw him upon some other parish, 
if possible ; or, that he has, from some 
cause or other—perhaps a supposed of- 
Sence against the game-laws—become 
obnoxious to the heritors, or their 
leader. In noone instance has redress 
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been obtained for oppression of this 
sort: indeed, the law, as it stands, does 
not afford it. 

Many parishes in Scotland belong all, 
or nearly all, to one heritor ; and such 
heritor may not only banish any la- 
bourer, having his settlement in the 
parish, in the manner above-mentioned, 
but he may, with impunity, prevent 
that labourer from obtaining employ. 
ment, by a prohibition addressed to his 
tenants, under pain of his displeasure, 
which is sure to produce the desired 
effect. A case of this kind having 
occurred, not long ago, the labour- 
er, after two years of grievous suf- 
fering, brought an action of damages 
against his alleged oppressor. ‘The 
defence was, that the prohibition, which 
was not denied, amounted to nothing 
more than a fair and legitimate exercise 
of moral influence ; and although it was 
admitted, that the labourer, an able- 
bodied man, with a wife and five young 
children, could not obtain redress, or 
relief, in any other way, this defence, in 
a Scotch court of law, was found suff- 
cient. 

Such is a brief but correct outline of 
the ** poor-laws ” of Scotland. And now 
fur the remarks which I promised in the 
outset, in so far as they have not been 
anticipated. 

On the point of settlement our rule is 
certainly both simpler and better than 
that observed in England. For although 
it may be questionable whether three 
vears residence ina town is sufficiently 
long for giving a settlement, there cat 
be no doubt, F think, that a man ought, 
of right to have his settlement. in that 
parish in which he may last have lived 
and exercised his industry for such : 
length of time as to render it probable, 
in the average of instances, that more 
benefit nas accrued from his labour 
there than anywhereelse. This appears 
to me to be the sound principle, 5° 
that the /ength of time only is a matter 
for consideration and adjustment. 

The rule, that no able-bodied man '5 
entitled, under azy circumstances, © 
parochial relief, is a barbarous one, and 
often productive of the most ful 


consequences. In the very parish i9 
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which I write, and within the last four 
weeks, many sudden and unexpected 
deaths have occurred amongst persons 
of this class. The unusual circumstance 
led to an investigation, the result of 
which was, that, owing to the long 
| course of rainy weather, and the con- 
sequent scarcity of out-door work, the 
utmost want and misery prevailed in 
many families not entitled by law to 
parochial relief, and who, therefore, 
had not applied for it. The evil having 
been discovered, prompt measures were 
adopted for remedying it; and it was 
remedied, by stretching the law a little, 
and applying the provisions of the 
Cholera Acts to the case. Had it hap- 
pened in a parish differently circum- 
stanced, however, in one of those nu- 
merous parishes, for instance, where 
there are no resident heritors, or where 
assessments for the relief of the poor 
have not yet been brought into opera- 
tion, the distressed families might have 
been all starved to death, before the 
law could have interfered to save 
them. 

I must here break off, for the present, 
because my paper is exhausted ; but in 
a future letter I shall enter more fully 
into the defects of our Scotch system of 
poor-laws, and I shall prove, if 1 am not 
very much mistaken, before I have 
done, that nearly all those portions of 
them which the Malthusians have 
marked out as beauties, are, on the con- 
trary, gross deformities, and have led, 
aud are daily leading, to the most dis- 
astrous consequences. 

I am, Sir, 
your most obediest, 
and very humble servant, 


“JAMES LITTLE. 





LIBEL WORK. 


I was in hopes that the present law- 
officers of the crown would have taken 
as patterns Lord Lynpsaursar and Sir 
Cuartes Wernerevt, rather than 
the Attorneys-General of Pencevan and 

Liverroot. I have very great 
respect for them both: I have never 
seen any thing in the conduct of either 
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that did not warrant me in believing, 
that they were humane men, and sin- 
cerely attached to the real liberties of 
the country. I was very sorry to hear 
of the commencement of the prosecu- 
tion of the True Sun; and still more 
sorry to see it persevered in. The 
offence ascribed to that paper bad been 


committed day after day, and week after ° 


week, by the Zimes newspaper, which 
urged the people to refuse to pay taxes, 
unless the measures proposed by these 
present Ministers were carried. It may 
be said, that one man is not to commit 
a crime because another has committed 
the same crime with impunity: and 
this is very true; but it is equally true 
that public prosecutors ought not to 
punish one mé4h for doing that which 
they have suffered another to do with- 
out calling that other to any account at 
all. Besides this, the law of libel is so 
perfectly indefinite: hardly any man 
knows what is a libel, and what is not a 
libel, and especially a libel of this sort. 
Ifa detected thief were to say, ‘* You 
“ought not to prosecute me, because 
“you did not prosecute Joan Noakes 
‘‘ the other day, who committed just 
‘‘ sucha theft ”; that would be no defence 
at all; for every one knows what a 
theftis; and every one knows that it 
is a crime to commit a theft: every 
one does not know what a libel is; 
and what one man sees another boldly 
publish with impunity, he has good 
reason to believe that he ought to be 
permitted to publish with impunity also, 
The proof of the impunity of the Times 
ought to have been conclusive of the 
justification of the Txve Sen; or, at 
least, in the way of apolozy for its con- 
duct. 

In what statute is it written, in what 
interpretation of the common law is it 
recorded, that it is criminal to advise 
men not to pay taxes? The advice goes 
no farther than that of submitting to 
the law in another mode of collecting the 
tax. IJtisno crime to refuse to pay the 
tax; and because you leave the tax to 
be collected by another means. And, 


can it then be a CRIME to advise men 
todo that which they ma se i do? 
[ put this to the law-officers 
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crown, “ Is ita crime toadvise men to 
“do that which it is lawful for them 
** to do?” 

Upon the whole, I am very sorry to 
be called upon by my duty to make 
these remarks, ‘This prosecution dis- 
covers inthe Ministry a spirit which, I 
was in hopes, it had ceased to possess ; 
‘and, though I am unwilling to speak 
harshly of the parties more immediately 
conterned ; | must say, that it has low- 
ered them greatly in my estimation. 
We have troubles enough to encounter, 
without having created for us troubles 
of this sort; and that, too, without the 


smallest chance of doing good, or of 


preventing evil.. One thing, how- 
ever, this prosecution will do ; it will 
tend to raise the character of the True 
Sun still higher than it now stands, by 
proclaiming to the world that the Go- 
vernment deems it of so much conse- 
quence, as to endeavour to pull it down 
by prosecuting it for publishing that 
which it suffers other papers to publish 
with impunity, 


—— 





CORN LAWS. 


Amoncst the publications that have 
appeared upon this subject, there is a 
proposition ina pamphiet by Mr. Davip 
Bet, of Giascow, ina letter addressed 
to Lord ALruorr, in particular, and to 
the members of the two Houses of Par- 


liament, in general. ‘Ihe proposition 
is connected with one relative to the 
assessed taxes and the duty on malt. 
I shall take them in the author’s own 
words, and in those words lay them be- 
fore the reader. 

“1. Thata part, ifnot the whole, of 
“the assessed taxes be repealed. It is 
“* desirable, that the taxes on carriages 
“of all descriptions should~ be dis- 
** pensed with, in justice to those whose 
“estates are situated in the interior, 
** who cannot proceed in steam-boats ; 
“and to enable the working man, his 
** wife and children, occasionlly, to take 
“‘aride in an omnibus, or other car- 
“riage, at a cheap rate. This is the 
“ case in most of the towns on the con- 
** tinent of Europe; and nothing tends 
““so much to keep {up a good feeling 
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“betwixt the rich and poor. ‘ John 
‘Gilpin’ is good authority for the 
‘* pleasurable sensations which arise to 
“a family by aride in a coach, 

“2. That the malt duty be reduced 
‘* one-half, in the first instance, namely, 
‘* toten shillings a quarter, in conformity 
“‘with the vote of last session; and 
‘ that such duty be still further reduced, 
** by one shilling each year, till it is five 
“shillings a quarter, when it may be 
** totally repealed, or the duty may be 
“continued at that rate, to be paid 
“by the public maltster and brewer, 
‘* allowing all classes of the community 
‘to malt free of duty, for their own 
‘* private use. An English farmer, of 
‘“ much respectability, sound judgment, 
“and not yet, by any means, a very 
'** old man, has informed me, that he 
‘* remembers when this was the case, a 
“ malt duty being then in existence: 
“even if such were not the fact, there 
“ is the precedent in the late beer duty 
‘* (now repealed). It would be for Par- 
‘* liament, at the end of five years, to 
“ decide as to a total repeal, or a con- 
“ tinuation of five shillings a quarter 
“ duty, and which the legislature would 
“ be guided in by the amount received, 
‘‘and the operation of the duty at that 
** rate. 

‘** 3. In consideration of these conces- 
** sionsto the agricultural interest and the 
“ community ; that the present corn law 
“be abolished, and that a duty of ten 
“shillings per quarter, with the ports 
“at all times open, be substituted ; the 
“ duties upon other descriptions of grain 
“ to be in proportion, and that the duty 
** of tenshillings to be reduced annually 
* one shilling, till it comes to five shil- 
* lings, when it might be permanent. 

“4, That the duty on wheat from 
“Canada, which, at present, is five 
“shillings, be reduced sixpence pet 
“ quarter, anntally, till it is ¢wo-and- 
“ sixpence, and then to be permanent. 

“5, That a bounty on the exporta- 
“ tion of wheat, and the other kinds of 
“ grain of the same amount per quarter, 
‘as the duty on importation, be at all 
“ times payable to the exporter. ) 

“6. That when the average price of 
“ wheat, in this country, is sixty-two 
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« shillings, the duty on importation be 
“ four shillings a quarter ; if 64s. three 
“shillings; 66s., éwo shillings; 68s., 
“one shilling; and when seventy shil- 
“lings, or upwards, the duty to cease. 
“ fhis would be ‘preferable to a dis- 
“ pensing power, vested in any body of 
“ persons whatever.’ 

Now, with regard to the assessed 
taxes, I agree with Mr. Bens, that the 
whole ought to be repealed; for I do 
not see why the tax should be kept 
upon carriages any more than upon 
houses; and the tax upon servants, 
being extended, as it is, to the man whu 
puts asaddie upon the farmer's horse, 
is, in proportion to its amount, more 
injurious to the working classes than 
any other tax now in existence. 


I disagree with Mr. Beit with re-| 9. 


gard to the manner of taking off the 
malt tax, which would cause all. the 
excisemen to be kept in pay for five 
yezrs longer; and I do not see good 
grounds for the distinction between pri- 
vate persous and the public brewer, 
notwithstanding that this may formerly 
have been the case. I am also against a 
partial repeal of the cornlaws. I am 
fora repeal of the malt-tax, the hop- 
tax, and the soap-tax, and a total repeal 
of the corn laws. 

Mr. Bext has also a proposition for 
taxing those who go abroad to spend the 
money that ought to be spent bere. | 
should like this very well, if there were 
hota much better mode of securing the 
Same object; and that is, lopping off 
pensions, sinecures, retired allowances, 
and dead-weight, and compelling the 
clergy to reside upon their livings, and 
the giving of efficient poor-laws to Ire- 
land andScotland. Do this: reduce the 
Swarms ofdrones ; let the bees keep the 
honey for themselves ; and then let the 
drones fly about all over the world, if 
they choose: let them go still; but let 
them go without the honey ; the manner 
of their reception in the countries of 
soupe maigre and “ politeness” will soon 
bring them back; or rather, it will di- 
Minish their numbers by that starvation 
which will be the nataral and just effects 
of their laziness 


Mr. Bext tells us, that he has lately 
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returned from a tour, which extended 
from Ostrenp to Sryria, swept all over 
Iray, and the half of France, and termi- 
nated at Boutoenes ; and that he has 
seen no country, taken asa whole, that 
equals even Scotland in the produce of 
corn and cattle. I belicve him; and 
though he does seem to be led away a 
little by the beautiful verses of Burns, 
I agree with him; and I have always 
thought the same, that there is no coun- 
try in the whole world, producing a 
quarter part as much, acre for acre, as 
Kogiand produces. 





“HEDDEKASHUN,” 


ALIAS 


EDUCATION. 


Sir,—I1 was not prepared for the 
eharge made against me by your cor- 
respondent I. R., of Hoxton, namely, 
that 1 had strayed from the question in 
dispute. Let it be decided to what 
question, or part of one, it was to which 
I did address myself. Assuredly not to 
the question in part, or the whole as 
stated by T. R. ‘The main points of 
my observations were confined to a re- 
mark of your own, upon Mr. Morri- 
son’s letter, and to one or two of his 
conclusions, of a sweeping nature, 
drawn from narrow premises, respect- 
ing a part of Scotch education, and to 
those remarks, I added, one or two of a 
general nature, to the effect, that as I 
had reaped benefit from a certain kind 
of training, so possibly might others, 
Unless this can be said to be the same as 
T. R.’s. proposition, namely, “‘ a more 
‘than proportionate increase of crime, 
‘© as compared with the increase of po- 
“ nulation, having within the last fifty 
‘‘ years taken place, its cause and re- 
“ medy are required.” I must be ac- 
quitted of having strayed from the 
question to which I did address my- 
self. | 

Still little as it may be expected, I 
am prepared to assent in good part, to 
the cause of crime, as assigned by T. R., 
and also in great measure to his 
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remedy ; in other words, with a qualifi- 
cation, I agree with him. The weight 
and inequality of taxation, and mis- 
chievously meddling with gold and 
silver money, have caused distress, 
which has produced poverty, and along 
with it ignorance; and these two, | 
contend, are the parents of crime. I 
have always maintained that a plentiful 
supply of food and clothing is the 
right of every human creature that is 
born. That sufficient supply never can 
be had, except by an immense reduction 
of public expenditure; and, therefore, 
the scale of taxation must be reduced to 
that of 1792, for a beginning in the way 
of reduction, which is the only way to 
secure toevery man the labour of his 
own hands, at the same time taking 
care to prevent any tampering with gold 
and silver money, 

If what is proposed were done, it 
sould be but a part (a great part, past 
question) of the remedy. To effect it at 
all, however, the labouring classes must 
choose representatives for themselves, 
from amongst themselves or those who 
are with them, to take care of their in- 
terests. But how they are either to 
choose, or how their representatives can 
be fit to be chosen, or how either repre- 
sented or representatives are to know 
what is best to be done for the good of 
themselves, without somewhat more or 
less of the thing called education, 
passes my comprehension. If it can 
be shown that it can be done without, 
(but not until it has been shown,) then 
I must say the Register has been 
written to no purpose, and that Paper 
against Gold is as great an imposition 
as the rotten system it was meaned to 
expose. If the means of knowing are as 
useless as certain pérsons assert, it goes 
far to prove the worthlessness of know- 
ledge, whether it be that they hold in 
abhorrence, or that which they profess 
to hold as all in all. 

In these few sentences are contained 
my general views of the subject of edu- 
cation, but I should as soon think of 
giving a stone for bread, as saying that 
education is the only efficient remedy 
for the ills under which the working 
people are labouring. In saying this, 
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I cannot be mistaken for one of the 
great penny trumpeter’s followers, 
which, however, any one would infe, 
that I was, from the tenor of your cor. 
respondent's remarks. 

There are, I know, a great many 
quacks in the world, but because there 
happened to be one Sangrado, I would 
not conclude that all physicians were 
Sangradoes, or the same things quacks, 
any more than some parts of education 
being not good, therefore that all edu. 
cation of necessity must be bad. Mind this, 
that the Sangradosystem of the matchless 
penny trumpeter seems to me as faulty 
as that of some of his opponents, who 
are for excluding itentirely. Perhaps 
Signor Santillane’s prescription of a 
little wine may do good to all, and for 
one, [ am not only willing to do 50, 
but desirous of drowning all animosities 
in it. 

The benefit or disadvantages of pri- 
vate over public instruction, do not ad- 
mit of discussion in a few lines. I think 
the two kinds may be conjoined with 
mach utility ; at present, I give the pre- 
ference to a publie system, and 4m will- 
ing torun the risk of ‘ soon having a 
“race of poor without “kindred or 
“country”; an expression meaning 
nothing, because the thing is an impos 
sibility ; for whoever exists must have 
kindred, and wheresoever he lives that 
must be his country. I understand what 
is meaned ; and it is, that a race educated 
in public would be deprived of equal 
enjoyment of kindred and country, with 
a race taught at home; a very different 
conclusion than would be drawn from 
the expression itself, namely, that a race 
of outcasts must spring up ; an argument 
little master or miss troubled with 4 
common complaint, known by the name 
of home* sickness, would be sure 
seize upon with avidity, andenforce with 
all the eloquence of entreaty and ° 
tears, but one which no sensible perso" 
could give in to for a moment. 

If the flatterers of Brougham do call 
him the modern Bacon, I think they 
make a monstrous mistake. It is t™¢ 
that at one period [ entertained a better 
opinion of him than I do now, butit 
never struck me he had climbed so big 
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up the “ pinnacle” of fame, as to ap- 
proach any way near to the man who is 
called the father of experimental philo- 
sophy. Like other ‘empty vessels, 
Brougham made a great noise ; and like 
many other people, without any inquiry 
as to the quality of the sound, [ fancied 
it might be the thunder of the cannon, 
whereas it turns out to be no more than 
the rat-tat-tatof the drum. Your cor- 
respondent after this, will not even by 
implication, accuse me of being one of 
the flatterers of the present Chancellor ; 
whose fame, if it lack his lifetime, like 
that of the common herd of lawyers, is 
sure to be extinguished when his voice 
ceases to be heard in a court of law, 
lam, 
your obedient servant, 
G. WHEATLEY. 
3. February, 1834. 


To Mr. Cuobbett, M. P, 





LABOUR-RATE., 
A MOST IMPORTANT MATTER! 


Strictures on the “* Reply” of the Poor- 
Law Commissioners, to the Inquiry 
of the Right Honeurable Lord .Vis- 
count Althorp, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, &c. &c. on the subject of 
Labour- Rates, in a Letter addressed 
to his Lordship, by J. M. Paine. 


(Concluded from page 375.) 


Let us now consider in what manner, 
the Farnham agreement specially affects 
the interests of the ¢i/he-owner, and we 
shall find that so far from being at all 
injured by the plan, no person in the 
parish is so materially benefited, since 
it Operates to his advantage in a two- 
fold degree, first, directly (in common 
With the gentleman and shopkeeper), 
by his making terms with some land- 
holder to work out his rate for him, 
say, for half the amount ; and, secondly, 
in an tndirect manner, because his tithes 
cannot fail to become more valuable 
through the better cultivation of the 
land. Besides, should the demand for 
labourers increase, there would be a 
Competition amongst the landholders 


to obtain the working out of the rates 
of the other rate-payers, when of course, 
the latter would take care to makea 
better bargain ; they would be sure to 
obtain an equivalent. Indeed in this, as 
in every. other point of view, our agree- 
ment may be said to adjust itself ac- 
cording to varying circumstances, 

Under the terms of the Farnham 
agreemeut.an instance of injustice like 
that which was attempted to be inflictéd 
on a clergyman at Palborough could net 
possibly occur. The lst and 2nd clauses 
present an effectual barrier against any 
imposition of the kind; for, by the first, 
a larger rate could not be levied than 
would have been sufficient to support 
the surplus labourers ; and, by the se- 
cond, it is provided that the number of 
labourers to be kept in constant employ 
be regulated according to the quantity 
and quality of the land, instead of taking 
the amount of rating as thestandard. In 
all parishes it is far preferable that the 
quota of labourers should be determined 
by this method; otherwise, a labour- 
rate would oftentimes be found to act 
to the injury not only of those rate- 
payers who have no occasion for labour, 
but in many cases would prove still more 
hurtful to those landholders who from 
the peculiar nature of their property 
might happen to be very highly assessed 
to the poor-rates. Thus, for example, 
at Farnham, we have hop-ground, some 
rated at 12/1. other at 3d. per acre ; each 
will require about the same amount of 
labour, but supposing the quota of la- 
bourers were regulated by the rating, 
the former must furnish constant em- 
ployment to four times the amount of the 
latter. Whereas, by adopting the other 
course, each must provide the same con- 
stant employment, although in the work- 
ing out of the labour-rate by means of 
extra labour, the richer land is justly re- 
quired to furnish a larger amount- of 
such extra labour, proportionate to the 
difference in the rating ; because, had 
no labour-rate existed it would have 
contributed more towards maintaining 
the surp/us parish labourers. 

As respects the occupiers of grass 
land, they would not be required to find 





work for so mapy constant labourers as 
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the occupiers of other descriptions of | payers in the parish of Farnham hay 
Jand, the allotment of labourers being | been benefited by the introduction 
expressly regulated by the mode of cul- | the labour-rate, I insert an abstract of 
tivation. Neither can the small farmers | the number of able men and the sum 
be in the least injured, their sons being | paid to them per month, when en. 
reckoned and returned as labourers when | ployed in worse than useless parish 
they truly perform their work, and take labour, during a portion of the last 
their place. | three years, distinguishing the time that 
To confirm, by an appeal to facts, my | the labour-rate was in operation. 
assertion that the whole body of rate- | 


—— — — a 


Previous to the Labour-Rate. | During the operation of the Labour-Rate. 
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Average No. of 
Parish Labourers. 


Parish Labourers. 


Average No. of 

Parish Labourers. 
Parish Labourers. 
Averace No. of 


Average No. of | 








to 


1831 £. 


Oct. | 93 157 
Nov. |149 | 324 
Dec. |i79 | 411 


1832 


Jan. |187 | 336 
Feb. (144 | 256 ae Pa > % 

Mar. |1(0 | 179 Los Pee | ae BE, 
April; 80 | 179 TT a0} oe ree. 66 
May | 70 | 134 ee eee mee 31 
June} 59 | lll 6 a ae Pie | 25 

















The assessment to the poor-rates | Now on the supposition tit all the 
stands thus : labour-rates for this last year were 

Buildings in town and country (omitting £. worked out, then half the amount of 
poor cottages) .+...... - 5660 what was assessed to the tithe-owner, 


Rectoria! tith 5s eee © @ee ee eee ee eee * 1530 
Vicarial tithes ne Sinen-dbesws fetecans ee tradesman, &c., must be added to the 


BUG. . cc cececscvecctescsccescecesse 9600 | SUM collected under the name of poor 
— rate, and the total will be the amoul 
17,050 | actually paid for poor-rates under every 

denomination for this year. 

| The three labour-rates together 


amounted to Qs. in the pound : 


The annexed table will show the pro- 
gressive increase of parochial taxation 
up to the commencement of the labours | “ay 0 orore (half) Is. in the £. 
wr Rppeeenane. pound on tithes (1,7902.) is 

The amount assessed for poor-rates Ditto buildings (5,660/.) is .. 

for the year ending Pooi-rate at 5s. EE oe tere 4688 


Michaelmas,  - * 
1825, at 7s. in the pound, was 5967 10 
1826, at 7s. itenncceaaenas 6393 15 
1827, at 5s.. i ee 4262 10 

828, at 6s. eeeeeeseesescese SILLS 0 
829, at 6s. ee ** ©*@ ee een ae ee 5115 0 
For 1830, at 6s.6d........... 5541 5 
FOR Osddes enneeane eee 5967 10 
0 
5 


. 


5061 5° 
—o—. 
Thus we find that for the years dur! 

which the labour-rate was in 
operation, only 5,061/. 5s. was collecte? : 
being a diminution as compared wit 
the year immediately preceding, 
26110. 5s, 





1832, at Ys. ee eTeet ee ee eeneeee 7672 1 
1833, at 5s. 6d. PE CC Cee ee ee 4688 i 
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For the year ending Michaelmas, 
634, it is certain that the amount of 
tes will not exceed that of 1833, if the 

bour-rate be continued ; probably there 

ill be a still further reduction of 300/. 

400l. 

The foregoing statement of facts, 
hich are open to the observation of all, 

ill amply bear me out in what I have 
sserted to be the good effects which 
ave arisen to the rate-payers at large. 

Before I proceed to consider the other 
bjections of the commissioners, it may 
ot be amiss to advert, for a moment, 

one of the principal causes of the in- 
reased demand for labour, viz., the. al- 
efnative presented to the occupiers of 
and, either to support the surplus la- 
ourers on the parish roads, without 
eceiving any return whatever; or to 
et them at work upon their land, and, 

f course, reaping the advantage of their 
abour. It is also necessary to remark, 
hat a chief part of such labour is of that 
lescription which, under ordinary cir- 
umstances, would never have been at- 
empted, but which has been under- 
aken through the inducements that are 
eld out by our agreement. These in- 
Hucements have occasioned fresh re- 
ources of labour to be developed. 

2. I now pass on to the second ob- 
ection, upon which [ would merely ob- 
serve that the labour-rate does not 
reatean evil—the mischief is one of 
ong standing, coeval with the enact- 
ent of the law of settlement. Yet 
ven inthis respect its influence is not 
early so extensive as the commissioners 
present it to be; for it must be evi- 
dent to every thinking person that 
here nothing of the kind exists, all 
Tate-payers who have much property in 
h parish would take care to give em- 
loyment to those whom, if without 
work, they must contribute so largely to 
Upport, in preference to out-parishioners. 
However, should the Labour-rate Act be 
enewed, a clause might easily be insert- 
‘d, allowing parishes to make ex- 
‘hanges; andif any alteration be made’ 
nregard to settlements, it would pre- 


Sent no obstacle, 
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tive consideration ; for, if what, they 
there assert to be the necessary conse- 
quences of a labour-rate, be true, I will- 
ingly concede every other point, and 
join with them in condemning the 
system as fraught with the most immi- 
nent danger. But is itso? Let reason 
and experience decide :—we shall then 
be able to prove that a labour-rate 
agreement, constructed on_ principles 
analogous to our own, is eminently 
well calculated to counteract every one 
of the mischievous effects which they 
have attributed to a labour-rate as a 
cause. That instead of d:stroying, it 
tends to widen the distinction between 
pauperism and independence. This 
only, as the commissioners justly ob- 
serve, deserves the name of improve- 
ment. How then is this desirable ob- 
ject attained by means of our agree- 
ment? I have already explained, that 


the landholder who places himself under 
its provisions, is simply bound to em- 
ploy a stipulated number of labourers, 
but there is no restriction as to whom 
he must employ, and he naturally en- 
gages with those whom he considers to 


be the best workmen, provided that 
they also are willing to engage with 
him. Thus there is a complete reci- 
procity in the freedom of choice on the 
part both of the master and his men. In 
the weekly returns likewise no distinc- 
dion is required to be made between his 
constant and extra labourers. In short, 
none of these labourers need know any 
thing about a labour-rate, as it does not 
in the least affect the relation in which 
they stand to their employer. Al these 
labourers therefore - must cease to be re- 
garded us paupers; since, when the 
are hired by the farmer, it is a sing 
matter of contract between the parties, 
no reference being made to any other 
subject. I beg to be distinctly under- 
stood, that by our agreement, we have 
not the slightest connexion with the 
billeting system so deservedly repro- 
bated. 

Before we had recourse to this system, 
the honest labourer who had the misfore 
tune to want employment, felt himself 


degraded by on the lists of 





merits an atten- 
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reatest risk of moral contamination by 
Being placed among the ranks of the 
most idle and profligate men in the 
parish, assembled together to work (or 
rather to pass away their time in con- 
cocting all sorts of mischief) on the 
roads and gravel-pits. But he now finds 
that he can obtain the due reward of his 
exertions, and is transformed into a 
Sree independent (labourer. Bad cha- 
racters also, whovstill remain a burden 
to the parish, can be more vigilantly 
looked after than formerly, on account 
of the diminished number of paupers 
out of employ; and many of the men 
who before we tried the experiment of 
a labour-rate, had long continued to de- 
rive their whole support from the parish 
funds, have since sought out and ob- 
tained employment. In a word, if an 
efficient superintendence were exercised 
on the part of the parochial authorities 
towards those labourers who now oc- 
casionally apply to them for relief and 
are set to work, we should soon attain 
that state, in which relief would in all 
cases be less agreeable than wages. 

The increased demand for labourers 
has elevated the industrious and well- 
behaved to their proper station, and 
these characters now find but little dif- 
ficulty in procuring work ; and so far 
from any parish officer or vestry inter- 
fering in the least with the contract be- 
tween the farmer and his. labourer, no- 
thing of the ‘kind takes place. Good 
conduct, diligence, skill, are now much 
more appreciated, and they will not 
only he preserved but increased under 
the encouraging auspices of a lebour- 
rate. 

The condition of the single man is 
also very greatly improved ; he is not, 
as it were, compelled to marry, that he 
may obtain his just earnings; he is no 
longer degraded and rendered desperate 
by the. receipt of a wretched pittance 
from the parish, barely sufficient to pro- 
long existence, but he experiences the 
truth of the maxim, that “ the labourer 
is worthy of his hire.” The difference 
in his favour now, as compared to his 
State when a parish pauper, is immense. 

Al jn our agreement we have 
_ & scale of wages by which to regulate 
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the amount which each landholder jg 
allowed to deduct from the payment of 
his labour-rate, yet he is not confined 
to any specific sum in remunerating his 
labourers ; it is indeed expected that he 
will not pay them /ess, but in many in. 
stances, particularly when employed in 
task-work, they receive much higher 
wages. 

Afother advantage to the labourer 
indirectly accruing from the adoption 
of such an agreement is the greater fa- 
cility it affords him in procuring from 
his employer small portions of land for 
his own cultivation, by obtaining which 
his comforts will be most materially 
augmented. For the farmer frequently 
finds some difficulty in providing work 
at all seasons for all his labourers, and 
is therefore induced to grant them such 
portions of (light, free-working) ground 
as will occupy their spare time in rough 
weather. This expedient of letting 
small parcels of ground to cultivate on 
his own account, I can testify, after the 
experience of many years,as being bighly 
conducive to the best temporal interests 
of the poor man; and thus by amelio- 
rating his condition, it will be found one 
of the most efficient instruments to- 
wards re-establishing that harmony and 
mutual good feeling between the higher 
and lower classes, which for a long time 
past have been progressively diminish- 
ing, until in many districts of the coun- 
try they have become well-nigh extinct. 

Without trespassing longer apon your 
lordship’s time, permit me simply to 
ask, how the commissioners can main- 
tain their position when they proclaim, 
that “at the expense of the landlord, 
“* the tithe-owner, the small farmer, and 
“‘ the shopkeeper, all the labourers 1 
“ the parish are to be kept at the ordi- 
‘“‘ nary wages of the district, however 
‘great their numbers, however little 
“ their diligence, or however reckless 
“ their profligacy or improvidence.” 

4. Respecting the fourth objection, 
[ have only togemark, that being igo 
rant of the measures which will be pro- 
posed on the subject of the poor 
ner the re-enactment of t 
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believe it would not impose any addi- 
onal difficulty, at any rate, if the trial 
ere limited to another year; at the 
nine time I think it might safely be re- 
orted to as a valuable temporary mea- 
re in conjunction with whatever alter- 
ion the legislature might deem it 
ivisable to make in the present system 
f the poor-laws, 
if I have been enabled to satisfy your 
prdship that the — denunciation 

ich the Poor-Law Commissioners 
ave levelled against the labour-rate 
ystem, is not warranted by experience ; 
uton the contrary, that its legitimate 
endency is always to produce conse- 
uences highly beneficial. to all parties, 
‘ithout inflicting injustice upon any, | 
all not consider my time to have been 
rown away. 

By reference to the extracts from the 
orrespondence on the subject of labour- 
ates, published by authority of the 
mmissioners, your lordship will per- 
sive, that | am corroborated in all the 
tatements I have made in favour of the 
ystem: the same good effects having 
een experienced in other parishes, 
here labour-rates have been tried on 
rinciples similar to the Farnham agree- 
ient, at least, inasmuch as those prin- 
iples have been adhered to. 
_ Assuming that the foregoing observa- 
ons are founded in truth, it only re- 
nains for me to impress upon your 
ordship’s notice the expediency of re- 
nacting the permissive act now in 
orce, intituled, ** An Act for the better 
Employment of Labourers in Agricul- 
tural Parishes,” &c. with such neces- 
ary amendments as may be required. 

humbly submit that the bill brought 
before Parliament last Session by the 
Juke of Richmond, for the purpose of 
xplaining and amending the said act, 
ould in great measure accomplish the 
lesired ends. At the same time I think 





















t will require a little alteration. First, 
at a clause be inserted serted permitting rate- 
vayers not hi ‘ia, ans the 
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“ purpose of the said recited act and 
‘this act, except where three-fourths 
‘* of the assessment to the poor-rates in 
“such parishes shall be upon land.” 
The retention of this clause would not 
only neutralize the intentions of the bill 
by excluding many parishes in which its 
adoption would have been of the great- 
est value, but it is quite unnecessary, 


even for securing the object for which — 


it was evidently designed, the protec- 
tion of the interests of those rate-payers 
who are not agrieulturists. The first 
clause contains in itself a sufficient 
guarantee, and renders the sixth per- 
fectly useless, since it requires, in 
the first place, that the consent of a 
majority of three-fourths of the rate- 
payers then present in vestry duly con- 
vened for the purpose shall be obtained 
before any agreement can be entered 
into; and secondly, that notice shall be 
ziven for three successive Sundays pre- 
vious to the holding such meeting; this 
ensures due publicity. Thus it is im- 
possible for any agreement to be made 
which the majority then present may 
consider détrimental to their interests ; 
such majority it may reasonably be pre- 
sumed will consist of those rate-payers 
who constitute the majority of the pa- 
rish. In parishes where a large (say 
the larger) portion of the rates is paid 
by persons who are not agriculturists, 
it is manifest, that no plan could. be 
carried into execution which would bear 
injuriously upon those parties (they be- 
ing the majority), who would naturally 
be on the alert to protect their own 
interests. The first clause therefore 
affords ample security to the whole body 
of rate-payers in those parishes where 
three-fourths of the assessment is not 
upon land, and they might surely be 
allowed the choice of placing themselves 
under the provisions of the act at their 
own discretion. If, on the other hand, 
the said clause were suffered to remain, 
though there be only one dissentient 
voice in a parish thus circumstanced, it 
would be most Rae rae shut out _ 
withstanding that the experiment of a 

eartiete ‘had, hitherto’ proved enti 
successful), because every illegal 
‘it entered into would be 
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The parish of Farnham would be placed 
in this predicament. I have already 
stated that the several agreements of 
this parish were passed almost unant- 
mously. If the tithe-owners, gentry, 
tradesmen, &c. who numerically form 
an overwhelming majority, had thought 
themselves at all aggrieved, they had 
it completely in their power to defeat 
the measure, but experience has taught 
them that they benefit equally with the 
landholders in the advantage of our la- 
bour-rate agreement. 

Sincerely desiring to apologise for 
this lengthened intrusion upon your 
lordship’s attention, | 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s 
most obedient humble servant, 
JOHN M. PAINE, 


To the Right Honourable 
Lord Viscouut Althorp. 





HISTORY OF GEORGE THE 
FOURTH. 


I save just published the thirteenth 


number of this work. Dr. Brack called 
the first numbers of the Praorestanr 
ReFrormation “ pig’s meat.” That 
“* pig’s meat” had a great hand in pro- 
ducing what we now behold with re- 
gard to the church ; and this new trough 
full of “ pig’s meat,” which will be 
brought to a close in seven more num- 
bers, will, or Lam very much mistaken, 
produve something of the same sort 
with regard to this whole system of 
sway. It was the transactions of this 
regency and reign that brought down 
the system, or that gave it the blow 
under which it is now staggering. The 
acts of the reign of Geoace the Third 
were sometimes outrageously violent, 
and sometimes outrageously foolish ; 
but it was in this regency and reign of 
the fourth George, of “ the Sovereign,” 
as they used to call him; it was the 
transactions of this regency and reign 
that inflicted the final blow ; and we are 
just in the right time for giving a his- 
tory of them, because we have had time 
to feel their effects, while we are not so 
far from them as to have forgutten 
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them ; and while a large part of the 

actors are still alive. This present num. 

ber thirteen begins the history of 

“ the Sovereign’s ” war with the Unite 

States of America. This war, though 

it took place only a few years back, i a 

matter of which the people of England 

know no more than they know of why 
is passing in the moon; and they neve 

did know any more about it. [t took 

place amidst events nearer home; an( 

the base press, and the crafty Govern 
ment, and the deeply-interested navy 
and army, kept all the facts totally hid. 
den from the people. The histories of 
the war which have been written and 
published in America have never been re. 
published here. It is high time that 
this history be made known to the pee 
ple of England. They feel how Eng. 
land is sunk, and how America ha 
risen ; but they do not know the why 
and the wherefore of all this. They 
feel the weight of the accursed debt; 
but they do not know that the war of 

‘the Sovereign ” caused seventy mil 

lions of that debt, and created that 

powerful American navy which now 
makes the teeth of some folks chatter ia 
their heads, 

I intend to have some copperplate 
prints to this History. 

1. The Frontispiece, exhibiting “ the 
Sovereign’ pulling up a large mix- 
now atthe end of a silver rod, aul 
caught by a golden hook, aud 
standing in a golden gondola, 0 
Virginia Water, exciting the adm 
ration of Lady Conyneuam, “ Lor 
Bioomrigexp, Sir Winuiam Kyict- 
TON, and the * Right Henowralle 
Col. M‘Manon, while the “ Right 
Honourable” Sir Hersert 14% 
Lor, in the act of writing down the 
exploits of the sovereign. 

2. Marshal Ney coming out to be 
shot, with the capitulation of P= 
R1s tied about his neck. 

3. The House of Commons, standing 

up with hats off, and clapp!% 

hands, receiving CastLereacs 
his arrival from the Continent,aftet 
the fall of Naro.goyn. 

4. Castiereaan, in his last great a 

at Norra Caay, in Kent. 
















Of the ME The gateway of “ the sovereign,” 
(num costing seventy thousand pounds ; 
ry of a chopstick sitting on one side, and 
United a weaver on the other, dining upon 
hough potatoes and salt. 
K, isa Soldiers shooting Honey and Fran- 
ig land cis at the funeral of the Queen. 
wha The frigate Java knocked to pieces by 
ee the * bits of bunting.” 
; took The battle of New Or eans. 
j and The famous battle on the Serpentine- 
vera: river, where the American ships were 
navy all captured by the English, just 
y hid. about the time that the Americans 
ies of were capturing all the Englishon 
and Lake CuampxLatin: which last scene 
eR te will be exhibited in another com- 
> tha partment of the same picture. 
> Peo These, and some others, I intend as 
Eng: bellishments to this mess of ‘ pig’s 
has at,” for | am determined to do all 


bssible honour to the History of the 
ign of ““ THE SOVEREIGN.” Ido 
)t promise to give these little pictures, 
t I wish to do it, and think I shall dp 
The contents of the thirteenth num- 
rare as follows : 


CHAP. VI. 


fer1cAN War. — Grounds of it. — 
Tyranny of impressment. — Mo- 





“the tives of English Government -Their 
min- deadly hostility to freedom.—Their 
and employing Captain Henry as a se- 
and cret agent in the United States.— 
, 02 Their treatment of Americans whom 
{mi- they had impressed.—Their shut- 
ord” ting of them up in a prison on Dart- 
1G moor.—Their determination to de- 
ble" stroy freedom in America. —John 
ight Wilson Croker’s Manifesto. —De- 
‘aYe vastation of the towns and villages 
the and plunder of the farm-houses on 
the American sea-coast. — Bloody 
be works of our allies, the savages at 
Pa French-town, on the River Raisin. 
—Sacking of the little town of 
ing Hampton, in Virginia.—Burnings 
ing at Washiteinen:<itionie delusion of 
on the people of England. 
ter 
ch 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, 
Fripay, Fesevary 7, 1834. 
INSOLVENTS. 

BAILLIE, W., Slough, nurseryman, 
BUTTERWORTH, J., Rochdale, Lancashire, 
cotton-spiuner, 


COOK, J., Narrow-street, Ratcliffe, biscuit- 
baker. 


BANKRUPTCY SUPERSEDED, 
HINTON, J. L., Plymouth-dock, grocer, 


BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED. 


JONES, W., Bridgend, Glamorganshire, 
masou. 


BANKRUPTS, 
DIXON, R., Chesterfield, Derbyshire, malt- 


ster. 
GREEN, J. and W., Swinton near Rotheram, 
Yorkshire, earthen ware-manufacturers. 
JACKSON, J., Whitehaven, Cumberland, 
mercer. 
LAMB, M. W., Manchester, drysalter. 
LAMPON, C., Tyer’s-gateway, Bermondsey, 
fellmonger. 
THRAVES, J., Sandiacre, Derbyshire, miller. 
TRIGGS, J., Mare-street, Hackney, veteri- 
nary-surgeou. 





Tuespay, Fee. ll, 1634, 


BANKRUPTCY SUPERSEDED. 
ROMANIS, J., Gracechurch-street, hosier, 


BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED. 
TAYLOR, J., Bradford, Wilts, grocer. 


BANKRUPTS., 


BAYLEY, J., Rotherhithe, ship-breaker. 

BILLINGTON, J., Wakefield, Yorkshire, 
scrivener. 

BROADBERRY, J., North Collingham, Not- 
tingham, coal- dealer. 

BULLOCK, W. U.,, Rupert-street, tailor. 

BUTTERWORTH, J., Rochdale, coiton- 
spinner. 

COWELL, G., Manchester, and J. Acton, jun., 
Wigan, cottun-spinuers. 

FARMER, J., Osborn-street, Whitechapel, 
sugar-refiver. ; 

FRY, W., Bristol, chemist, 

LAING, J., Stockton-upon-Tees, Durham, 
ship-builder. 

TENCH, J., Wribbenhball, Kidderminster. 

THOMPSON, G., jun., Huddersfield, coach- 
builder, 





LONDON MARKETS. 
Mark-Lane, Corn-Excuayee, Feb. 10-— — 
The arrivals fresh up to this morn mar- 
ket from Essex, Kent, and were 
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moderate, but as there were several parcels 
left over from last week, the stands were 
tolerably well filléd with samples. The im- 
provement in the weather has had a cor- 
responding effect on the condition of the sam- 
ples, though there were still many which 
handled rough. Fine dry qualities moved 
rather more freely off hand at the currency of 
this day week, but the secondary descriptions, 
and thvse out of condition, were quite 
neglected. Bonded Wheat was in better de- 
mand, but the inquiry did not lead to much 
actual business. 

The supply of Barley this morning was 
rather short, but the quantity remaining on 
’ hand from ‘last week, made the number of 
samples offering large. Fine malting and 
chevalier qualities were- rather better sale at 
last week’s prices, but all other sorts were very 
difficult of disposal at a decline of Is. per qr. 
from last Mouday. 

Malt continued extremely dull. 

Oats, with the exception of the receipts 
from Scotland, were in limited supply. The 
trade was steady at the prices of last week. 

Beahs were in rather better demand at the 
previous ere 

White Peas met a little more inquiry at 
Feiday’s prices, which were ls. lower than 
this day. week., Iu Grey and Maple no altera- 
tion. Sa Ya 

Flour was heavy sale, aud where sales of 
the article ex-ship were forced, ls. per sack 
less money Was accepted, 


50s. to 58s. 
to —s, 
to 25s. 
to 32s. 
to —s. 
to 40s. 
to 32s. 
to 37s. 
to 33s. 
to 23s. 
to 20s. 
to 50s, 


VEE da Ghsecoescctess cee 
Rye os cccrccccccsecce cece’ 
MEET Dacbeccces ees cece. 

BMGs ccdce cece coves 
Peas, White.. eeeeeereenees 
m——— Boilers... 2 eseee 

Grey.... ee eeeeeece 
Beans, Small...........+- 

ceca dacceene 
Sts UND as cece cacees 
— iiteéisckahecse. ** 


Flour, per sack ....00..00: 


— Ss, 


24s. 
30s. 
—s. 
38s. 
30s. 
33s. 
24s. 
22s. 
17s. 
45s. 


PROVISIONS. 


Pork, India, new... &5s. to 90s. 

—— Mess, new ... 55s. to 57s. per barl. 
Butter, Belfast ....80s. to 83s. per cwt. 
Carlow ..... 80s. to #7s. 
bee ed Cork ee Jet, Vek to 75s. 

Limerick ..72s. to 73s. 
Waterford. .70s. to 76s. 
——— Dublin ....66s. to —s. 





SMITHFIELD, February 10. 


This day’s supply of Beasts was moderately 
good, buth as to,uumbers and quality ; its 
supply of Sheep, Calves, and ers rather 
limited, especially as relates to the Sheep, 

of 4a. 
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per stone; whilst Pork experienced a Sluggish 
sale at Friday's quotations. 

Full three-fourths of the Beasts appeared 
to consist of about equal numbers of shor. 
horns, Scots, Devons, and Welsh runts ; the 
remaining fourth of about equal numbers of 
Herefords and Irish, with about 100 Sussex 
beasts, as many Town’s-end Cows, a fey 
Staffords, &c. ' 

A full moiety of the Sheep were Sout). 
Downs ; about a fourth new Leicesters, jn 
about equal numbers of South-Down and 
white-faced crosses: and the remaining 
fourth about equal numbers of old Leicesters, 
Kents, and Kentish half-breds, with a few 
pens of horned and polled Norfolks, horned 
Dorsets and Somersets, horned and polled 
Scotch and Welsh Sheep, &c. 

About 1,200 of the Beasts, in about equal 
numbers of Scots and Devons, with about 100 
home-breds, and 200 short-horus, were from 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, and Cambridgeshire; 
about 700, chiefly short-horns and Jevous, 
with a few Scots, Herefords, and Irish Beasts, 
from Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, and others 
of our northern grazing districts; about 150, 
chiefly Devons, with a few Herefords, Scots, 
aod Welsh runts, from our midland aud 
western districts; about 140, chiefly Sussex 
beasts, with a few Devons, Welsh runts, and 
Irish beasts, frony Kent, Sussex, aud Surrey, 
and most of the remainder, including the 
Town’s-end Cows, from the stall-feeders, &. 
near London. 





MARK-LANE.—Friday, Feb. 14. 


The arrivals this week are good. 
market dull at the prices of Monday. 


The 





THE FUNDS. 
Fri. Sat. Mon. Tues. Wed.’ Thar 
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COBBETT-LIBRARY. 


New Edition, 
CoOBBETT’S 

(Price 2s.) 5 
Containing, besides all the usua 
such a book, a clear and concis 
INTRODUCTION TO ENG 


This I have written by 


ys. _ , wees 
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_ ENGLISH GRAMMAR:—Of this 


k sixty thousand copies have now beeu 
lished. This is a duodecimo volume, and 
price is 3s. bound in beards. 


2» TULL’S HORSE-HOEING 
ISBANDRY; or, a Treatise on the Prin- 
es of Tillage and Vegetation, With an In- 

uction, by Wm. Cossert. 8vo. Price 15s. 


3. THE EMIGRANT’S GUIDE. 
tnow Published, under this Title, a little 
lume, containing Ten Letters, addressed to 
ylish Tax-payers. A new edition, with a 
tscript, containing an account of the Prices 

ouses and Land, recently obtained from 
nerica by Mr. Cobbett. Price 2s, 6d. in bds. 


4. THE WOODLANDS; or, a Trea- 


on the preparing of the ground for plant- 
; on the planting, on the cultivating, on 
pruning, and on the cutting dowa, of Fo- 
Trees and Uuderwoods. Price 14s. bound 


boards. 


5. YEAR’S RESIDENCE IN AME- 
‘A.—The Price of this book, im good print 
on fine paper, is 5s. 


5. FRENCd GRAMMAR; or, Plain 
tructions for the Learning of French. Price, 
ud in boards, 5s. 


. COTTAGE ECONOMY .—I wrote 


s Work professedly for the use of the la- 
ring and middliug classes of the English 
ion. | made myself acquainted with the 
Bit and simplest modes of making beer and 
ad, and these] made it as plain as, I believe, 
(ls could make it. Also of the keeping of 
s, Pigs, Bees, and Poultry, matters w 
nderstood as well as any body could, and 
all their details. It includes my writing, 
on the Straw Plait. A Duodecimo Vo- 
he. Price 2s. 6d. 


$. MARTENS’S LAW. OF NA- 
INS.—This is the Book which was the 
udation of all the knowledge that | have 
r possessed relative to public law. The 
ce is 17s.,andthe manner of its execution is 
hink, such as to make it fit for the Library 
ny Gentleman. 


). MR. JAMES PAUL COBBETT’S 
E OF EIGHT HUNDRED MILES IN 
NCE. Second Edition. Price 2s. 6d. 


lo. A TREATISE ON COBBET 


| by the Reform-Law of 4th June, 





12. PROTESTANT “ REFORMA- 
TION” in Englaud and Ireland, showing how 
that event has impoverished and degraded the 
main body of the people in those countries 
Two volumes, bound iv boards. The Price of 
the first volume is 4s.6d. The Price of the 
second volume 3s. 6d. 


13. SERMONS.—There are twelve of 
these, iu one volume, on the following sub- 
jects: 1. Hypocrisy and Cruelty; 2. Drunken- 
ness; 3. Bribery; 4. Oppression; 5. Unjust 
Judges; 6. The Sluggard; 7. The Murderer ; 
8 ThéGamester; 9. Public Robbery ; 10. The 
Unnatural Mother ; 11. The Sin of PForbiddin 
Marriage; 12. On the Duties of Parsons, and 
on the Institution and Object of Tithes. Price 
3s. 6d. bound in boards. 

A Thirteenth Sermon, entitled ‘* GOOD 
FRIDAY; or, The Murder of Jesus Christ by 
the Jews. Price 6d. 


14. An ITALIAN GRAMMAR, by 


Mr. JaMes Paut Cossert.—Beivg a Plain 
and Compendious Introduction to the Study 
of Italian. Price 6s. 


Price 12s. : 4 
A GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIOWARY 


OF ENGLAND AND WALES; 
CONTAINING 


The names, in Alphabetical Order, of all the | 


Counties, with their several Subdivisions, 
into Hundreds, Lathes, Rapes, Wapen- 


takes, Wards, or Divisions; and an Ac-. 


count of the Distribution of the Counties 

into Circuits, Dioceses, and Parliamentar 

Divisions. 
ALSO, 


The names (under that of each County re- * 


spectively), in Alphabetical Order, of all 
the Cities, Boroughs, Market Towns, Vil- 
lages, Hamlets, avd Tithings,~ with the 
Distance of each from London, or from the 
nearest Market Town, and with the Popu- 
lation, and other interesting particulars 
relating to each ; besides which there are 


MAPS ; 


First, one of the whole country, showing the 
local situation of the Counties relatively.to 
each other; and, then, each County is also 
preceded by a Map, showing, in the same 
manner, the local situation of the Cities, 
Boroughs, and Market Towns. 

. FOUR TABLES 
Are added ; first, a Statistical Table of all the 


Counties, and then three Tables, showi 
the new Divisions and Bry nen; sanated 
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THE CURSE 
OF 
PAPER MONZTY AND BANZING, | 
Or, a short History of Banking in the Unites 
States of America, with an accouut of i's 
ruinous effects on Laudowners, Far ners, 
Traders, aidonall the industrious cla.ses o 
the community. 
By W. M. Gouge, of Philade'phia, in 1833. 
To which is prefixed an Introduction by 
Ww. Cossett, M.P., for Oldham. Price 4s 
1}, Bolt-court, Fleet-:treet, avd all Book- 
sellers. 





CHEAP CLOTHUING!! 
SWAIN AND CO., Tailors, &c., 
93, FLeET-STREET, 
(Near New Br idge-strect.) 
I EG the attention of the public to thei 





extensive stock of goods for the preseut 





season, which they supply at the followings 
prices :— 
FUR CASI] ONLY. 


A Suit of Superfine Clothes.,.....56. 4 14 0 
Ditto, Black or Biue............-. 5 10 0 
Ditto, Imp:sris| Saxony...... 
Petersham Great Coas....... 
Barogan or Velveteen Shootirg } , 
, 1 10 
ics 46 Fedsanseetenseen es 
Cobbett’s Cord Trowsers .......... 1 2 . 
. . . , . | 
A complete Suit of Livery ........ 4 10 
Spanisn, Orprra, ani WatkinG CLoaks, | 
Lapvies’ Hapirs AND Petisses, and Cnit- 
DREN’S Dresses, ani every other article | 
the trade made in the most elezant manner. 
[I recommend Messrs. Swain and Co | 
as very good and punctual tradesmen, 
whom I have long employed with great 
satisfaction. Wa. Cosaerr. 


were Bo o*? 
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LOC AL TEST AME NT ARY c OURTS. 


if is understood that au extraordinary 

measure is now in preparation, which, if 
earried into a law, will produce the most 
alarming alterations in the existing mode of 
preserving x wills, and of taking out probates 
and ietters of administration in every part of 

this kingdom, not comprised within the pre- 
cincts of the metropolis. This bill is said to; 
contemplate, in the first place, the immediate 
removal to London of all original wills, from 
the places where they are now deposited 
throuchout the several counties of Eugland 
and Wales; and to provide that in future all 
such instruments shall be regularly trans- 
mitted to Doctors’ Commons, to ™%e there 
perpetually retained. Consequently, if this 
measure be successful, persons living at a 
distance from the capita! would be preciuded, 
in future, from obtainivg authentic informa- 
tion as to the contents of any will in which 
they may be interested, unless they submit 
¢o the inconvenience and expense of journeys 
to and from town, or pay an ageut specially 


I! nosing 


i 
1 former are 
1} OU0/. : 


case, they must incur heavy charges not 
hitherto imposed on incividuals resideot in 
the country, and from which the inhabitan's 
of the metropolis would he altozether free. 
How are the probates aud letters of adminis- 
‘ration annually taken out at short distances 
‘rom the homes of the partes, through the 
instrumentality of the l-cal tribunals, to be 
obtained by country families under the new 
bill? itis impossible to devise any machinery 


ifor the accomplishment of this object, that 
i will not very considerably increase the rate of 


expense which it now — 30 

ft was stated in idence before the Ec- 
clesiastica! Secemsdniaiiinites as well as before 
a committee of the House of Conimons, that 
wills have been proved at Doctors’ Commons 
of persons actually living g when the probates 
were taken out; aud that letters of adininis- 
tration have beeu granted to persons having 
iw title thereto, upon the securities of men of 
straw. By stratagems of ths kind great 
frauds have beeu perpetrated. Can it be 
doubted that the proposed system of having 
all the country bu-luess transacted through 
that court, but at various and remote distances 
from it, would sug sest irr si-tible temptations 
for new frauds of a still more formidable 


character ? 


By reason of the present state of the law 


with respect to bona novahilia, acd of the fact 
that the great mass of the ;ersonal property of 
ithe kingdom is ceutred in the metropolis, 
probates or administrations appertaining to 
effects of large amount are now usually taken 
out at Doctors’ Commons: whiie those dis- 
rof personal chattels of small amount 
> for the most part taken cut in the country. 
not often under the sum of 
the latter very seldom exceed thet 
sum. The auuual number of probates and 
alministrations taken out in the couuvtry 
courts is about twenty-four thousand ; aud of 
these, twelve thousand five hundred are undet 
},0002., seven thousand are undcr 200/, and 
fouc thousand seven hundred are absolutely 
under 1002. Theretore the pew bill is de- 
signed to impose upon the small properties of 
the country, a new species af taxation, which 
is nut to be levied on the riches of the higher 
orders!—aod for what purpose? Simply that 
the Prerogative Court may monopolize all the 
testamentary jurisdiction vow distributed over 
the face of the kingdom. 

by way of fudiuga pretext for this an: 
warrantabie innovation upon the ancien 
usages of the realm, the report of the Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners, who seek the ag- 
grandisement of the metropolitan court, has 
charged the local tribunals with ignorance 
and carelessness in making grants of probate 
or administration. But even those commis: 
sioners have not been able to found that 
charge upon a single statement of fact. I 
Was vecessary to their purpose to annihilate 
the loca! tribunals ; and, acting as judges is 
their own cause, they have pronounced those 
establishments guiity, without calling for avy 








employed for the purpose, Thus, in either | 
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defence, or having before them even the 
shadow of any evidence to justify their seu- 
tence. 

Inasmuch, therefore, as the bill in question 
thus proposing innevatious which must iu 
every point of view be attended with great 
inconvenience and expense to all persons 
resident in the country parts of Evgland aud 
Wales, atlects to be founded upon the alleged 
incompeteucy of the local courts to trausact 
tue testamentary busivess hitherto coutided 
to those tribunals from a perinl beyoud the 
inemory of man, the registrars, depuly regis- 
trars, and other officers of the Country courts, 
do hereby resolve aud declare :— 

ResoLutTsons :) — 1. ‘That the charges 
brought against the local courts of testameut- 
ary jurisdicuon ip the report of the Eecclesi- 
astical Comanissioners, cated the 15. of Feb 
ruary, 1832, are founded ou the mere unsu- 
ported opimeons of individuals bot having 
actual persoval knowledge on the subject, aud 
whose evidence wou'd, ou that acc unt alove, 
be inadmissible in auy court of justice iu thi, 
hiugdom. 

2. That itis shown bythe evidence of the 
Solicitor to the Bank of England, toat the 
Prerogative Court of the Province of Canter 
bury las already exceeded its jurisdiction in 
those cases, where the alleged bona neotabilia 
consisted solely of stock in the Public Funds; 
although it Would appear that the title to 
such stuck follows’ the persou of the testatur, 
aud, therefore, that the grant of the coun'ry 
courts as to such stock would be perfectls 
vald. Hence, it follows, that the due auth»- 
nty of the country courts bas been already in- 
vad d; and that, instead of Leing further li 
mited, itoughtto be fuily protected by clear 
cefiuition of the law upon this subject. 

3. Thatifthe legislature cousiderthe couotry 
courts how existing to require consolidatio: 
or improvement, we bereby plecge ourseive 
to render all the assistance in cur power, in 
order ty etfect those objects, and tius to in- 
crease as much as possivle the manifold ad- 
vantages which jocal tiibunals fur the admi- 
istration of justice ia every shape are calcu- 
lated to coufer upon the people of tuis kingdom. 

4. That if any such local establishments be 
in want of suitable depositories ‘or the safe cvs- 
tody of wills, awd for allowing easier access to 
the same, we hereby resolve that such de po- 
Sitories aud facilities of reference shali be pre- 
vided without any expense to the country. 

5. That the committee do meet from time to 
time, in order that they may firmly resist avy 
clauses, in the proposed bill which may teud 
to impair the eflicacyof the local testamentary 
tr'buuals, and so te diminish the great pubin 
aivantage of bringing home justice in a cheap 
aud convenient form ty every man’s dovr. 

(sigeed) ROBERT S\VAN, 
Secretary to the Associated Rezis 
trars, Deputy Registrars, and other 
officers of the Country Courts, 
Richardsou’s Hotel, Coveut-garden, 
a. February, 1834, 


15ra Fesrvary, 1834. 
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*“ COLES'S TRUSS IS THE BEST.” 


I am ready to subscribe to the truth of this 
_ assertion, which appears on the front (I 
will not say ornaments his establishment at 
Chating Cross) and | can do it from personal 
experienee. Having in the course of thirty 
vears tried a great many trusses, | have re- 
commended Coles’s Truss to several persons, 
particularly professional characters, and in- 
tend, if I live, to continue to do so, being con- 
vince’, that in promoting the general adoption 
of Coles’s Patent Trusses, | am serving a me- 
ritorlous mechanic and the cause of humanity. 
_ THOMAS RICHARDSON, 
West Hendon House, vear Sunderland. 
I-t Month, 10th, 1834. 

I cau be to a similar testimonial, 
after hasing tried several other trusses with- 
oul experien: ing its Complete prevention, 

THOMAS EDMONDS, 

Wveeombe, Bucks. 

Ist Month, 2Ist, 1-34. 


subsevi 


Sir,—I have been wearing trusses of diffe- 
reat kis last thirty years, but never 
found one of them to heep up the rupture el- 
fectually, until thirteen months since | pur- 
chased one of your patent: and, although my 
rupiurecame down in @ most frightful manuer 
then, it has uever come cown since, vor have 
I scarcely the appearance of ever having had 
such a complaint. At my age, 77 years, I do 
not intend leaving off wearing a truss, and I 
Wmpertauce of your lge- 


ds for the 


know too well the 
ous contrivance tu heep the world in ignu- 
rance of it. 

JAMES SHtARE, Commander, R. N. 
19, Burv-street, Bloomsbury, 

28th May, Is32. 


Colonel Francklin informs those who have 
ruptures, that he Las been wearing trusses 
thirty years, aud he never met with but one 
individual who was master of the complaint. 
He has lixewtse an elder brother, a Colovel in 
the Honourable Last ludia Company’s service, 
whe has woru a similar hind of truss for many 
years, Who can say the same. Mr. Coles of 
Charing-cross, is the individual alluded to, 
Blackheath, July 16th, 1842. 

Sir,— Having the misfortune to rupture my- 
self several vears ago, | purchased one of 
Salmou’s self adjusting Trusses, which, ai- 
thovgh it affurded me considerable relief, did 
vot entirely heep the rupture in its place, par- 
ticularly wheu | had ‘to stand for any length 
of time. I felt a disagreeable guawivg pam, 
attended with a beariug down of the herwia, 
so that | was frequently unable to wear the 
truss. Inu mentioning to a friend what I had 
suffered, he strongly advised me to try one of 
your patent, which I did, and found to my 
great comfort, that it kept up the rupture ef- 
fectual'y, without producing any of those 
painful sensations which | had eudured while 
wearing the ball and socket truss, aod I can 
now stand or walk for hours together without 
the least pain or inconvenience, in fact, as 
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well as though I had never been ruptured. I 
send you this statement to make what use of 
it you please. 
I am, sir, your obedievt servant, 
WILLIAM MATTHEWS, 
Quarter- Master, Royal Artillery. 
Woolwich, Sept. 12th, 1852. 


A gentleman at Lloyd's Coffee House has 
also seut Mr. Coles a similar testimonial of 
his case, which had beeu of thirty years’ 
standing. 


Sir,— While serving the office of first lieu- 
tenant of a line of-baitle ship off Toulon, in 
1609, I bad the misfortune, through extreme 
fatigue, to bring on a rupture. Sivce that 
period | have tried every description of truss 
which came to my knowledge, but I never 
succeeded in supporting the hernia effectually 
unti! 1631, when I purchased two of your Pa- 
tent Trusses ; and it is but justice to own that 
no descent has occurred since I have worn 
them, and I freely give you liberty to publish 
this testimonial in favour of your excellent in- 
veution. 

I am, sir, yours obediently, 
J.P. BAKER, Commander, R.N. 
28, Duke-street, Mauchester-square, 
Oct. 17, 1832. 


Sir,—Seven years ago I applied to you to 
stop a rupture, which I have laboured under 
upwards of fifty years, which was as large as a 
man’s head, which you accomplished with ap- 
parent ease, when no person that I had pre- 
viously consulted, was able to stop it a single 
day. I am now 86, and am entirely free from 
any external appearance of the complaint. 
My object in writing this testimonial, is, not 
merely to express my gratitude for the ser- 
vices you have rendered me, but to guard my 
fellow sufferers against the use of imperfect 


trusses, 
GEORGE CARPENTER, 
24, Regent-street, 
2lst October, 1432. 


A surgeon of the R. N., about 60 years of 
age, who had been wearing trusses of several 
different kinds, employed one of Colcs’s ma- 
nufacture, and ere be had half worn it out, 
threw it aside, and left his trusses in London, 
while he made a tour on the continent. Being 
at sea and exposed to severe weather, a sea 
sickness brought on the complaint, and he was 
compelled a second time to wear his truss, and 
after wearing it about twelve months, has 
again been perfectly cured, and does not wear 
a truss. 


Sir Astley Cooper knows a case which had 
been getting worse for thirty years, and which 
had escaped a hundred times a day, and does 
not escape from Coles’s Truss. 


Sir,—In November last [ purchased one of 
your Patent Trusses. I was then suffer- 
ing severely from a hernia of th rty-six years’ 
standing, which has escaped from my truss 
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twenty or thirty timesin aday. [| am now 
happy to state, that it never escaped from your 
truss : and [ have no hesitation in pronounciog 
it to be of more yalue, when compared with 
any truss I had previously worn, than gold 
when compared with silver. ' 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM MINTRAM. 
No. 7, Burlington Arcade, 

July 12th, 1433. 

Cotonet Green hesitates not to acknow- 
ledge, tuat the trusses furnished to him by 
Mr. Coles have effectually put a stop to his 
malady. He cannot say that of any other 
truss which he has worn for the last thirty 
vears, . 

No.3, Windham-place, Mootagu-square, 

August 27th, 1433. 

Sir,—Having worn trusses for twenty years, 
and suffered the must excruciating pain of 
strangulated hernia, which occurred while 
wearing my truss, and, without a doubt, 
should bave lost my life, but for the great skill 
aud attention paid me by Mr. Mayo in the 
operation. And, notwithstanding I had the 
best medical aid, and, as | supposed, the best 
trusses that could be procured, my rupture 
continually increased, and escaped from every 
truss that | had employed, until I had yours ; 
and am happy to state, that I now feel per- 
fectly comfortable, and more secure, under 
every position of the bovy, than at any period, 
either befure or since 1 underwent the ope- 
ration. 

1 am, Sir, with gratitude, yours, &c., 
JOHN QUICK, 
No. 70, Great Titchfield-street, Marylebone, 
June l4th, 1833.) 


Sir,—About twelve months since I pur- 
chased ove of your Patent Trusses for my 
father, Lieutenant Munro, who has worn 
trusses thirty years, and such js the estima- 
tion in which your truss is held by him, that 
he would not part with it for the value of all 
the trusses be had previously worn. 

I am, Sir, 
your very humble servant, 
A. T. MUNRO, 
Lieut. and Adjut. Royal Horse Guards. 

Tain, 21st Sept. 1633. 

John Borthwick Gilchrist, Esq. has pub- 
lished his case. He had been a great suf- 
ferec for many years from rupture, and he 
says that none of the Truss-makers in Ger- 
many, Belgium, France, Switzerland, nor in 
England, except Mr. Coles, ever made him an 
efficient truss, whose professional abilities, he 
adds, combined with his truly scientific dis- 
covery justly entitles him to universal confi- 
deuce.—See Doctor, No. 69. 

* Read the case of William Cob bett, Esq. 
pu lished in Boyle’s ‘* Court Guide” for 
Jan. 1833 =—4, 
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